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Dick Hoyt: 1940-2021 


#leamhoyt has inspired countless people worldwide 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


HOLLAND — It may have 
taken a little over 20 years to realize 
it, but Dick Hoyt was born to run. 
And in the world of long-distance 
running — one of the ultimate “‘tnd1- 
vidual” sports — he never ran alone. 

Hoyt, along with his son Rick, 
became world-famous in 1980 as an 
atypical father-son duo in the Bos- 
ton Marathon. Since then, the pair 
competed in over 1,000 endurance 
events, inspiring countless individ- 
uals, families and communities as 


#TeamHoyt became synonymous 
with “can-do.” 

Dick Hoyt passed away at his 
lakeside home March 17. He was 
80. 

His longtime companion, 
Kathy Boyer, referred media ques- 
tions to Rick’s brother Russell, who 
could not be reached by press time. 
But the thousands of posts on Boy- 
er’s Facebook page and in The Offi- 
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swimming courses. 


cial Team Hoyt Site public 
group on that platform, as 
well as hundreds of tweets 
and other online forums is 
an enduring testament to 
how Dick, Rick and Team 
Hoyt touched countless lives. 

It’s the kind of story that usual- 
ly comes out of Hollywood, but this 
one couldn’t be any more rooted in 
reality. Rick was born a Holland 
resident in 1962 and due to compli- 
cations at birth came into the world 
with cerebral palsy severe enough 
that he would never have control 
of his limbs and be dependent on a 
wheelchair for life. 


The team of Dick Hoyt and his son Richard are legendary for their performance in more than 1,000 en- 
durance events such as marathon runs and ironman competitions that include exhausting biking and 


"Dick Hoyt was an 
iconic part of the Boston 
Marathon for decades. 
Like so many, | was 
inspired by Dick and his 
son Rick when we saw 
them cross the finish 
line every year.” 


— Mass. Gov. Charlie Baker, 
via Twitter 





Turley Publications file photos 





Against the advice of doctors 


at the time, Dick and Judy Hoyt — 
Rick’s mom — refused to institution- 
alize their son, who would go on to 
earn a degree from Boston Univer- 
sity and a career in special educa- 
tion. 


The details are all there online 


for anyone who’s not familiar. So 
many details. Type “Dick Hoyt,” 
“Team Hoyt,” or “Rick Hoyt’ into 
any search engine and not only does 
the family’s story appear as the top 
results, those results scroll on for 


pages. 
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EDUCATION 


$18.7M Palmer 
school budget gets 
preliminary approval 





This year’s Superintendent Award no 





minees are seniors (back, from left) 


Abby Rathbone, Jacob Mastalerz, and Kendall Levasseur and (front, from 
left) Olivia Sloat, Hannah Mega, and Miyah Mega. Nominee Karissa Woods 


is missing from the photo. 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


PALMER — The Palmer 
School Committee discussed sev- 
eral elements of its proposed bud- 
get during a public hearing last 
week, including salaries and util- 
ity costs, and voted to approve the 
preliminary fiscal year 2022 bud- 
get of $18.7 million. 


The budget was initially pre- 
sented in February and shows an 
increase of 1.5%. According to 
information presented during the 
meeting, some budget benefits 
outlined include a return to brick- 
and-mortar schools after a year 
of remote and hybrid learning, 
increased intervention at Palmer 
High School, the addition of one 
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“The Diomond” 


Staton Site Gotions 


/ Area 
Generally 4 Mile From Station 
Downtown Cental Focus 


State To Determine Final Site 
Location 





Courtesy photos 


Possible sites for a Palmer passenger rail platform that were identified in a 
earlier study. The steering committee working to make the an east-west line 
a reality is now focusing on locations for a Palmer depot. 


Passenger rail team sees 
reasons to feel optimistic 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


REGION — The wheels of 
government are known to turn ex- 
cruciatingly slow, but citizens and 
public officials pushing for the cre- 
ation of a passenger rail line from 
Pittsfield to Boston are feeling some 
momentum building. 

In one instance, someone in a 
position to exert power has given 
the project a legislative push. State 
Sen. Eric Lesser, who represents 
the First Hampden and Hampshire 
districts, introduced a bill called 
“An Act to establish fast, frequent, 
and reliable passenger rail service 
between Pittsfield and Boston via 
Springfield” to codify the proposal 
and unlock tens of millions of dol- 
lars in state funding that has been 
approved but remains unspent. 

“T don’t know that’s going to 


WU 


1318 0 


















































8 9 


pass or anyone is going to do that, 
but it was a stroke of genius on 
Lesser’s part to basically say, “we 
want this to happen. You will start 
running east-west rail passenger 
service in January 2022,” Ben 
Hood, chairman of the Rail Steer- 
ing Committee, said during a recent 
meeting held virtually over Zoom. 

The bill says MassDOT “shall 
run passenger rail service between 
the cities of Pittsfield and Boston 
via Springfield at least five-times 
daily on the existing CSX rail line. 
The department may utilize the 
Massachusetts Bay Transit Author- 
ity or contract with outside entities 
in order to run said passenger rail 
service. The department may also 
utilize a portion or all of the $50 
million in capital authorization al- 
located for East-West passenger rail 
service.” 

Co-signed by Senators Anne 
Gobi (Worcester, Hampden, Hamp- 
shire, and Middlesex), Joanne 
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GOVERNMENT 


Virtual town hall topics range from vaccines to 
passenger rail = 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


REGION — Sen. Eric Lesser 
didn’t miss an opportunity to take a 
shot at Gov. Charlie Baker and the 
state’s initial COVID-19 vaccine 
rollout during a virtual down hall 
forum held last week over Zoom, 
Facebook and Twitter. 

Questions were asked in real 
time and also were submitted in 
advance during registration for the 
forum. 

Over about 90 minutes, Less- 
er, D-Longmeadow, with aide 
Joel McAuliff as moderator, field- 
ed questions about the state’s 
COVID-19 vaccine program, eco- 
nomic recovery, winding down 
pandemic restrictions, the environ- 
ment, energy, and infrastructure, 
including the East-West passenger 


FUNDRAISER 


rail proposal. Other topics came up 
as well. 

Here are some of the high- 
lights, including Lesser’s opening 
remarks: 

“Normally around this time of 
year, as the snow starts to melt and 
spring is here, we’re out and about 
at St. Patrick’s Day events and pa- 
rades and community festivals. 
And it’s just a great time of year as 
everybody can get out and be to- 
gether,’ Lesser said. 

“Of course, we can’t do that 
in the normal way this year that 
we normally do, but we still need 
to stay connected. And I still want 
to hear from all of you. So we’re 
experimenting with a new format 
here to allow everyone to contin- 
ue to interact safely and get their 
questions to us. But first, I just 
want to say thank you to everyone 





Courtesy photo 


For about 90 minutes, Sen. Eric Lesser fielded questions about the state’s 
COVID-19 vaccine rollout, economic recovery and more during a live- 


streamed town hall forum last week. 


watching and to everybody who is 
a constituent of mine and beyond 
for your faith in me over the last 
year and over the last six years that 
we've been together and that I’ve 
been able to serve as your state sen- 


ator. 

This has obviously been a very 
hard year, to say the least. But I 
just want you to know that I wake 
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Domestic Violence Task Force needs gift cards for Easter 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@turley.com 


PALMER -— To assist those who 
have been affected by domestic or 
intimate partner violence, the Palm- 
er Domestic Violence Task Force is 
accepting gift cards for Big Y, CVS, 
Walgreens and Walmart from now 
until Mar. 31. 

The gift cards are timed to help 
the people the task force assists en- 
joy a brighter Easter. 

Emily Skoczylas, manager of 
the PDVTF, said it’s important for 
the Palmer community to know 
the organization doesn’t just offer 
support during what might be con- 


sidered the “big holidays,’ such as 
Christmas. 

“Things continue to be chal- 
lenging with COVID and we really 
want to make sure the victims of 
domestic violence or intimate part- 
ner violence felt like there was still 
a piece of community supporting 
them,” Skoczylas said. 

“T know a lot of them have been 
going through a difficult time with 
not being able to have a court hear- 
ing or with kids home, making things 
even more difficult. We want to do 
something so ensure their kids wake 
up on Easter Sunday with a gift.” 

All gift cards must be mailed 
to town hall at: 4417 Main St. #3, 


Palmer MA 01069 and 
must be addressed to the 
PDVTF. 

“They can be mailed 
to or dropped off at the 
Community Develop- 
ment Office,’ Skoczylas 
said. “They have offered 
to collect the gift cards. 
I also have a form either 
a social worker or family 
member can fill out which 
they can email me to get. I will also 
get in contact with them or their so- 
cial worker to meet with me. I can’t 
guarantee how much a family will 
get, but I will try to give at least one 
gift card to each one,” she said. 





Emily Skoczylas 


Skoczylas also said 
all information she _ re- 
ceives will be confidential. 

The PDVTF promotes 
education and awareness 
in the community, while 
empowering, educating 
and providing resources 
to anyone who has been 
affected by domestic or 
intimate partner violence. 
For more information on 
the gift card drive and the appropri- 
ate form to fill out to be a recipient, 
or to learn more about the task force, 
email PalmerDVTF@ gmail.com or 
call 413-324-8585. They are also on 
Facebook. 
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Officials: Source 
of two recent 
house fires 
determined 


BONDSVILLE — In the early morning 
hours of Sunday, March 14, the Palmer Police 
and Bondsville fire departments responded to a 
fire at 135 Griffin Street and later that day to an- 
other at a home on High Street, both in Bonds- 
ville. 

No injuries were reported, but that Grif- 
fin Street home was destroyed. Detectives from 
the Palmer Police Department, members of the 
Bondsville Fire Department, and Mass. State Po- 
lice assigned to the Office of the State Fire Mar- 
shal jointly investigated both fires and believe 
they determined the causes and provided more 
details. 

The home on Griffin Street had totally col- 
lapsed and the owner’s car was in the driveway, 
which caused concern that he might be trapped 
inside, according to the fire marshal’s office. He 
was later found safe and sound. A second floor 
fireplace was determined to be the cause. 

It “was in near continuous use over several 
months for heat with no chimney maintenance,’ 
the fire marshal’s office said in a statement. 

“It is likely there was a chimney fire or an 
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NEW TOWN EVENT 


Want to be part of 
something Easter-ific this year? 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER -— After so much suc- 
cess for the Santa’s Elves for Palm- 
er’s Stuff the Cruiser last December, 
event organizer Lori Chiacchia is 
hoping to replicate it for Easter. 

Chiacchia 1s requesting the pub- 
lic’s assistance in putting together 
the first annual “Easter-ific Egg Hunt 
of Palmer.” 

The event, which approved by 
Town Manager Ryan McNutt earlier 
this month, 1s scheduled to take place 
on Pulaski Park in Three Rivers 9:45 
a.m. to noon April 3, with a rain date 
of April 10. The egg hunts begins 
at 10 a.m., but starting 9:45, young 
children can visit with the Easter 
bunny, who will also be present for 
all the festivities and hand out gifts. 
The event will also be age accom- 
modated for two groups of children 
— ages | to4 and 5 to 10. 


= 


Chiacchia also. will 
be receiving help from 
Demore’s Automotive 
co-owner Jay Demore, 
whose shop has been a cog 
in community-wide holi- 
day events. 

“When it comes to 
the community, he’s there 
to lend a helping hand no 
matter what,’ Chiacchia 
said. 

“He goes above and beyond his 
work at his shop. I think are a great 
team and we’re going to do this every 
year together. It’s the start of some- 
thing new in Palmer.” 

With the COVID-19 pandemic 
still part of life since the last event 
she put together, Chiacchia said she 
wanted to help the Palmer communi- 
ty celebrate Easter more traditionally 
than this time last year. She said the 
smiles on the children’s faces when 
they see the Easter bunny and have 


‘a 





Lori Chiacchia 
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some outside fun with their 
family is what will make 
putting the event together 
worthwhile. 

“Kids will get to say 
‘hi’ to the Easter Bunny 
and give them a hug and 
high five,’ Chiacchia said. 

“Face masks and oth- 
er protocols will still be 
in place, but I still hope 
this brings lots of smiles to 
kids’ faces.” 

To help make this event a suc- 
cess, Chiacchia said she is hoping 
the public will help with donations 
such as plastic eggs and financial 
contributions. 

Space is limited and reserva- 
tions are required. To contact Chi- 
acchia, donate and reserve a space, 
visit Santa’s Elves for Palmer’s Face- 
book page or Chiacchia’s personal 
Facebook account at misslori30. 
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A BIG THANK YOU 


To The Following Businesses And 


Individuals Who Have Already 
Contributed To The Celebration 


GOLD SPONSORS 
SPONSOR OF 10+ STUDENTS 


Demores Automotive 
Safe & Sound, Inc. 


Ce 


SILVER SPONSORS 
SPONSOR OF 5 - 9 STUDENTS 


Linda & Rick Anderson 
Noonan Energy 


Tailgate Tavern 
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ember escaped from the fireplace. However, giv- WANT TO HELP? 

en the extent of the damage, an exact cause can- e e e BRONZE SPONSORS 

notbedternined. | AE Leaves residents without a home SPONSOR OF 2-4 STUDENTS 
Assistant Fire Chief Paul Sigovitch said on AAGGO Movers 

Griffin Street, the department was notified about By Jonah Snowden | Adaptas Solutions 

a fire at 1:19 am., which consumed an entire jsnowden@turley.com RaviecnCuble hesou bliss 





three-bedroom, residential log cabin home and 
created a brush fire, which also threatened the 
neighbor’s properties. 

“In the course of this fire, large mutually 
tanker task force was needed because it was just 
outside the hydrant district,’ Sigovitch said. 

The High Street fire was in a building be- 
ing remodeled from a side-by-side duplex into 
a single family home. The fire started and was 
contained to a second floor room. 

‘The cause of the fire is consistent with burn- 
ing ritualistic material such as sage and incense,” 
according to the fire marshal’s office statement. 

“One family member alerted all other res- 
idents to the fire. Everyone escaped unharmed. 
There was some delay in calling 9-1-1.” 


Architectural Insights 
Breton Estates Inc. 
Christine Heydare 
N.E. Central Railroad 
Northern Tree 

Sandra Noonan 
Karen & Karl Oliveira 
Kim's Hair Care 
Polymer Corporation 
Rusty Heart 

Source Two, Inc. 

St. Mary's Lyceum 


Friends of the Class of 2021 


LUDLOW - Following a kitchen fire that severely dam- 
aged his home, Ludlow resident Adam Fuller is reaching out, 
asking the community to assist him with the materials he 
needs to make repairs and restore hi family’s home. 

Fuller, who said he has been out of work for over nine 
months due to a workman’s compensation issue, is trying 
to support his children and fiancé Yun Kim. The couple re- 
ceived payments through the American Recovery Act and 
said they had to spend it all on immediate expenses expenses. 

Fuller said he is appreciative if his friends Mike and 
Laura Tuck for organizing a GoFundMe campaign, which 
he said he did not even know about until a day after it was 
posted. 

“Tf it weren’t for them putting it out there for the com- 
munity, I don’t think I would be in the position I’m at,” Fuller 
said. 





Palmer Fire Department, Three Rivers Fire A 
a , ; ee nonymous 
Department, Ware Fire Department, Belchertown I'can’t be but thankful for people like them in my life. Anael's 1376 Palmer Restaurant 
Fire Department, Warren Fire Department and He also said he is appreciative of Ludlow resident Pa- i B g h It Off 
Monson Fire Department provided Bondsville tricia Gregoire, who posted a link to the GoFundMe page on ~ Courtesy Photos a4 Rute Sci 
the Ludlow Community Forum group on Facebook. Adam Fuller and his fiancé Yun Kim lost their home and all oe ee 


Fire Department mutual aid that day for those 
fires and a third one that day, and Brimfield Fire 
Department also provided station coverage. 


Dimauro Carpet & Tile 
Eric's Repair 

Fire Service Group 
Francescos 

Gotta Dance 


To make a contribution of cash or building materials, 
go to gofundme.com and search “Adam Fuller” or call 413- 
265-9404. 


their possessions in a house fire. A GoFundMe campaign 
has been set up to help the couple recover. 
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school psychologist and one family out- 
reach coordinator, continued efforts with 
technology and digital learning, health 
and safety, pandemic recovery, social 
emotional learning, capital improve- 
ment, and more. 

During the public hearing, members 
of the community were given an oppor- 
tunity to present concerns or requests. 
One audience member questioned if the 
budget had been published anywhere yet, 


published until after the committee votes 
to approve it. 

School Committee members dis- 
cussed elements of the budget with Su- 
perintendent Patricia Gardner, including 
an equity raise of $7,000 for the district’s 
business manager position, which would 
bring the salary to $100,00 — commen- 
surate rate with other districts, she said. 

“T don’t want to lose a good business 
manager to salary and I don’t think we 
would...but I also don’t want to lowball 
someone,’ Gardner said. 

Committee members also discussed 


the proposed budget showing a “zero per- 
cent change” in certain areas concerning 
utilities, and it was explained that based 
on a 16-month forecast of electric use 
and heating based on predictive prices, 
combined with the fact that water usage 
and electricity has been down this year 
due to COVID-19, the budget will not 
require an increase to utility costs for at 
least another year. 


Award nominees 
Also during the School Committee 
meeting, seven seniors were introduced 


as this year’s Superintendent’s Award 
nominees—the most nominees the dis- 
trict has ever had for the award. The 
nominees are Abby Rathbone, Jacob 
Mastalerz, Kendall Levasseur, Olivia 
Sloat, Hannah Mega, Miyah Mega, and 
Karissa Woods. 

“T haven’t made a decision (yet) this 
year,’ Gardner said of interviewing the 
nominees. “Part of what I love is to talk 
to kids...to listen to them.” 

The winner will be announced 
during a ceremony at the end of the se- 
mester. 


Brenda & Thomas Graveline 
On3 Photography 

Bonny Rathbone 

Rathbone Precision Metals, Inc. 
9.L. Marhelewicz, CPA, PC 
Steer Rite 

Stone and Sparrow 

The Gin Mill 

Trio Salon 
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Please help us to celebrate these students, 


they are missing out on so much 
due to COVID-19. 


LET US MAKE THEIR FINAL TIME 
AT PHS MEMORABLE 


IF YOU CAN HELP PLEASE EMAIL 
phsclassof2021@gmail.com 


and members said the budget will not be 
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2 Bedroom/2 Bath apartments now available with special pricing. 
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The Journal Register 
will gladly correct fac- 
tual errors that appear in 
this paper. Corrections or 
clarifications will always 
appear on Page 2 or 3. To 
request a correction, send 
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mharrison@turley.com, or 
call 283-8393, extension 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 





The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





HOYT 1 from page 1 


People might tend to throw around the word 
“iconic” without much thought, but Dick and Rick 
and their team undeniably deserve the label. A 
bronze statue depicting the two — Rick in his special- 
ly made racing chair and his dad behind him ready to 
run — pays tribute to them near the Boston Marathon 
starting line. The hashtag #TeamHoyt travels around 
the world and back at the speed of the internet. An 
annotated Wiki page with about two dozen foot-not- 
ed references documents the family’s story and the 
impact they’ve had. 

They even received a Jimmy V Award at the ES- 
PYS. 





"Dick Hoyt was a faithful father 
who was relentless in his love for 
his son rick and his entire family. 
A magniticent inspiration to every 
single one of us, Dick will be 
remembered forever as a hero 
and beloved icon of the Boston 


Marathon. ” 
— U.S. Sen. Ed Markey, via Twitter 





“T had the pleasure of meeting Dick and Rick a 
number of times,’ Mass. Sen. Anne Gobi said this 
week. 

“We all know of the great feats of stamina, the 
marathons, the ironmans, but Dick and Rick also 
participated in small, local running events and their 
presence gave a sense of prestige to those races. The 
first time I met Dick I was struck by how unassuming 
and humble he was. The love and commitment that 
Dick showed for his son made an impact on people 
all over the world. I am a member of the Team Hoyt 
Facebook site and since Dick’s passing there have 
been over 31,000 visits to the site from people across 





“Team Hoyt inspired the very best 
in each of us and Dick's passing 
iS a loss for every person that he 
touched throughout his life. He 
was such a positive role model 
that gave you confidence when 
you doubted yourself. ° 


— State Rep. Todd Smola 


the nation, six continents and 100 nations.” 

State Rep. Todd Smola also talked about a per- 
sonal experience with Dick Hoyt. 

“T was running a road race in Holland a few 
years ago and [ will never forget seeing Dick at the 
finish line encouraging us, clapping and cheering for 
the runners as we crossed the finish line,” Smola said. 

“T feel blessed that I had the chance to know this 
special person. He was a real hero.” 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, services will be 
held private. In lieu of flowers memorial donations 
may be made in his memory to The Hoyt Foundation 
at teamhoyt.com. 


DEADLINE 


The Journal Register has changed its firm 
deadline for public submissions to Mondays. To 
get your submission in for that week’s edition, 
email Editor at mharrison@turley.com or call the 
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


McNeely Tree Service 


Insured ¢ References 


e Hazardous Tree Removal 

e Stump Grinding 

e Bobcat Rental 

e Lot Clearing 

e Furnace Wood 

e Storm Cleanup 

e Firewood $220/cord 

e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 


H: 508-867-6119 
978-888-1693 
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Spring back to life with Hitchcock 


Academy classes 


BRIMFIELD — Who doesn’t love spring? 

This year, the season offers a special promise of 
hope and optimism. At Hitchcock Academy, plans are 
underway for life outside the cocoons forced on us by 
COVID. Plans to learn new skills, to get into shape, to 
meet old friends, to make new acquaintances and to de- 
velop new routines. 

Be assured that HFA continues to follow guide- 
lines for social distancing and sanitizing and, as guide- 
lines change, Hitchcock will work to develop new pro- 
gramming. 

Now is the right time to work out whatever kinks 
inactivity might have inflicted on your body with a Pi- 
lates Class. Pilates promotes flexibility, good posture, 
and balance while strengthening the core muscles. In- 
structor Karen Larsen will insure all COVID protocols 
are followed while guiding you to build a stronger, 
healthier body. 


Learn new skills, gain knowledge 

On March 28, Let’s Cake Decorate with Sue 
Gaulin is back to teach you the art of using sugar to 
create an Easter themed Bunny Tree Stump cake. With 
the promise of more social gatherings on the horizon, 
now is the time to develop the basic decorating skills 
to make your confections the centerpiece of any event. 
Sue’s provides everything you’ll need for the class and 
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At Hitchcock Academy in Brimfield this spring, take 
classes that range from cake docketing to martial arts, 
learn financial skills, how to train your dog and get 
ready for the annual farmer’s market. 





when you’re done you’Il be taking home your own per- 
fect creation. 

On March 30, Hitchcock is pleased to present 
Thrive, United Way’s personal financial coaching pro- 
gram, created to help people get ahead with an array 
of free and confidential services. This online, one-hour, 
free program is designed to introduce consumers to 





Courtesy photos 
Let’s Cake Decorate with Sue Gaulin begins March 28 
at Hitchcock Academy. 


the various programs offered by Thrive such as money 
skills classes, budget creation, credit repair and debt re- 
duction. You must register ahead of time online at hitch- 
cockacademy.org for the free link. 

As the season progresses, Hitchcock Academy is 
looking forward to expanding its roster to include as- 
tronomy and fencing, while offering new sessions for 
yoga, dog training, piano, viola, and violin. Martial Arts 
with Sensei Israel Lopez are a pathway to develop bal- 
ance, coordination, confidence, and teamwork. Twice 
a week sessions in this Olympic sport are now being 
offered at special pricing. On Saturday, May 1 students 
aged 11-15 can enroll in Babysitter Training Class, 
which will provide instruction in child development, 
fire safety, emergency procedures, coping with difficult 
situations, and Heimlich. 

With spring comes the 15th Annual Farmer’s Mar- 
ket, which runs from April 17 through October on Sat- 
urdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

For the latest information regarding class schedules 
and special events such as the Farmer’s Market follow 
Hitchcock Academy on Facebook and on their website 
hitchcockacademy.org. 


New app launches, 


aids Connecticut River paddlers 


GREENFIELD — A new smart- 
phone app launched on World Water 
Day, March 22, to help paddlers nav- 
igate the Connecticut River, particu- 
larly for multi-day paddles. 

The Connecticut River Pad- 
dlers’ Trail is a unique, water-based 
trail that includes a series of primi- 
tive campsites and river access points 
spanning over 400 miles of the Con- 
necticut River through NH, VT, MA 
and CT. 

CRPT is managed by a collab- 
orative of more than 30 nonprofit 
organizations and state agencies, in- 
cluding the Connecticut River Con- 
servancy, the Appalachian Mountain 
Club, and the Vermont River Con- 
servancy. Those interested in down- 
loading the app can find it in CRC’s 
online store at ctriver.org/shop or 
search “Guthook Guides” in your 
smartphone app store. 

“We chose to launch this new 
app on World Water Day, a day where 
people around the world recognize 
the importance of water in our lives,” 
says Gabriel Chevalier, CRPT Co- 
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ordinator. “The Connecticut River is 
the longest river in New England and 
enriches our lives in many ways. It of- 
fers many recreational opportunities 
that promote healthy communities 
and boost local economies. This new 
app offers paddlers an easy-to use 
digital paddling guide to navigate the 
CRPT campgrounds, access points, 
rapids and other resources along the 
Connecticut River.” 

Proceeds from the $9.99 app and 
waterproof printed maps are used to 
fund trail stewardship projects. The 
app was developed in partnership 
with Atlas/Guthook Guides, who of- 
fer similar app-based guides for other 
well-known trails like the Long Trail 
and the Appalachian Trail. The Con- 
necticut River Paddlers’ Trail map is 
available as an in-app purchase in the 
Guthook Guides 
app, a free down- 
load from the Ap- 
ple App Store or 
the Google Play 
Store. 


CHIMNEY REPAIR 
PATIOS 
FOUNDATION CRACKS 
PRESSURE WASHING 


The Library Loft 


MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 


WATER PROOFING 
CORD WOOD 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


DELIVERY OF 
AGGREGATE 


Brian French 
(413)222-5542 
frenchyn45@gmail.com 





The Connecticut River Paddlers’ 
Trail is managed by a collaborative 
of organizations, guided by a shared 
vision. Partners assist with trail plan- 
ning and development, building and 
stewarding primitive campsites, 1m- 
proving access points and portage 
trails, and disseminating information 
to visitors. Campsite development, as 
well as ongoing stewardship, is car- 
ried out by volunteers, scout troops, 
and youth stewardship corps who 
work together to mitigate the impacts 
of recreation use. To learn more, visit 
connecticutriverpaddlerstrail.org. 
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SAMMY 


Hello! My name is Sammy. I’m 14 years old and 
my family is the Krolls of Palmer. | have polydactyl 
paws! | love drinking out of the fish tank and lounging 
on the couch. | also love bugging my family to give 
me food every time they walk by my bowl! 

We feature your pets here and on Facebook ev- 
ery week. Is your fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, lizard, 
horse, bird, mouse...you get the point. Is there a pet 
you're fostering and trying to re-home? All pets are 
welcome! Email a high-resolution jpg of your pet with 
a little information to mharrison@turley.com. 


Baystate Wing accepting 
scholarship applications 


PALMER — The Baystate Wing Hospital Aux- 
iliary has announced applications are now being 
accepted for their annual scholarship program. The 
scholarships will be awarded to graduating seniors 
attending local schools, including Ludlow, Monson, 
Palmer, and Pathfinder high schools who are pursu- 
ing higher education in a healthcare field. 

“Despite the current COVID-19 virus restric- 
tions, limiting the group’s ability to fundraise, the 
Auxiliary members are proud to continue their an- 
nual tradition of offering seven $1000 scholarships 
to area students,’ said Teresa Grove, Auxiliary vice 
president. 

Scholarship Application Information: 

e All applications must be submitted via email 
by April 27. 

e Seven (one year) scholarships will be awarded 
by the Baystate Wing Auxiliary in May of 2021. 

¢ Each scholarship will be in the amount of 
$1,000. Applicants must be planning to pursue a 
career in health care and must be accepted into an 
accredited health care program such as nursing, 
medicine, physical therapy, occupational therapy, 
radiology, pharmacy, medical technology as well as 
other health care related fields. 

e A student who is graduating from Ludlow, 
Monson, Palmer, and Pathfinder high schools in 
2021 can apply. 

e Baystate Wing Hospital Auxiliary scholarship 
applications are available in each school’s guidance 
office and will be accepted by email only. 

For more information, student applicants should 
speak to their guidance counselor. 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
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Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 





We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful "friends, volunteers and patrons. 


HOurRS: 


Tues. 10am- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm . wi 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm ° Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 


FREE Towing during working hours 


(to Jackson’s for repair within 15 mile radius) 
e Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 
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‘March-in Is 
not the answer 


By Howard Dean 


Il Democrats and many Republicans 
Ae committed to making prescription 
drugs more affordable. 

There is one strategy that is likely to make 
things worse: overriding patents on drugs de- 
veloped with the help of federally funded re- 
search. This “march-in” option is not a good 
idea. 

It hinges on the Bayh-Dole Act, a 40-year- 
old law that revolutionized scientific research 
in the United States. A provision within the law 
permits the federal government to “march in” 
and seize intellectual property that benefited 
from federal grants if that IP is not being made 
available to the public. 

Prior to 1980, the government retained the 
patent rights to any breakthroughs that resulted 
from federally funded research. But the gov- 
ernment didn’t do a good job licensing those 
patents to companies that could turn them into 
real-world products. In 1978, the feds held 
more than 28,000 patents. Just 5% of them 
were licensed. 

To stop those ideas from going to waste, 
Senators Birch Bayh and Bob Dole spearhead- 
ed legislation that allowed universities to keep 
the patents on discoveries made by university 
researchers with the help of federal funding. 

Universities have a huge incentive — 
namely, royalty payments — to partner with pri- 
vate sector companies to commercialize these 
patents. So do the researchers themselves, who 
may be able to parlay their discoveries into 
products that change the world. 

In the past 40 years, Bayh-Dole has helped 
commercialize inventions ranging from Hon- 
eycrisp apples to Google’s original search al- 
gorithm. 

By bringing early-stage research to private 
labs, the law also played a role in the devel- 
opment of more than 200 drugs and vaccines. 
Some policymakers have argued that some of 
those medicines are not adequately available to 
the public because of their high prices. They 
believe the government should “march-in” and 
require licensing of the patents behind those 
drugs so generic drug manufacturers can pro- 
duce cheaper competing versions. 

This is ironic, given that we are finally 
administering vaccines to end the pandemic. 
Without taxpayer support for early-stage re- 
search at universities, drug companies would 
have never been in a position to create lifesav- 
ing vaccines so quickly. 

Drug companies won’t spend the billions 
of dollars it takes to commercialize federally 
funded research if there’s a risk the government 
will seize the fruits of their research. The result 
will be fewer new treatments for patients. 

Consider what happened in 1989, when 
the National Institutes of Health adopted a pol- 
icy calling for “reasonable” pricing by compa- 
nies that licensed patents that benefited from 
government funding. The number of licensing 
agreements between universities and compa- 
nies plummeted. 

In 1995, NIH-funded research led to just 
32 licensing agreements with private compa- 
nies. That same year, the agency eliminated the 
pricing clause. Not surprisingly, the number of 
licensing agreements in 1996 more than dou- 
bled, to 87. 

If the government takes away patent rights, 
then less federal research will be commercial- 
ized — and fewer new medicines will hit the 
market. That’s not an outcome that’s in the in- 
terests of patients. 

The people of the United States need and 
deserve access to affordable medicines. But it 
is incredibly important to not destroy innova- 
tion in one of the last industries in the world 
where the United States still has a real edge. 


Howard Dean, a physician, is the former 


chair of the Democratic National Committee 
and former governor of Vermont. 
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Fun with houseplants 


pot a number of my “houseplants.” I 

figured the timing was good, since be- 
fore too long the plants would be respond- 
ing to longer days with increased growth. 
They would relish new soil and more room 
for their roots to sprawl in the bigger pots 
I would provide. While I have 
never really felt that my outdoor 
“green thumb” has transferred to 
indoor plants, ’'ve managed not 
to kill enough of them so that one 
morning of February vacation was 
spent with my hands in potting 
soil liberating them from a fate 
of being root bound in the same 
tired soil. with 

One of my favorite house- 
plants is the Gerber daisy. Most 
people think of this plant as a 
summer annual, and it technically is here in 
the northeast, but frugal Yankees (i.e. Mom 
and I) have been keeping them alive through 
the winter for years now. Its pretty pastel 
daisy-type flowers remind me of those the 
prankster clowns use to squirt water in the 
faces of unsuspecting folks. In our house 
we call it the “happy plant.’ I had three 
good-sized pots of them, all with tired soil. 
It showed by how yellow-green the leaves 
were. I moistened my compost-based Coast 
of Maine potting soil and proceeded to pry 
the plants apart, giving the divisions a fresh 
pot and a splash of liquid fertilizer once 
back on the windowsill. I am happy to say I 
now have one flower and a few others await- 
ing in the crown! Success! 

Three other plants typically grown as 
annuals were saved from winter’s chill and 
brought indoors as an experiment. One was 
a lobelia plant that grew in a ceramic pot by 
my front door all summer. Usually lobelias 
peter out during the dog days, but this newer 
variety kept right on blooming right through 
the heat. For the fun of it, I cut it back in late 
October and put it, pot and all in my mud 
room. Lo and behold, it started to grow. I 
provided it with light, some fresh soil and 
said liquid fertilizer, and it is actually sport- 
ing a few blossoms right now. I am only 
hoping it will be happy indoors for several 
more weeks; thankfully lobelias are fairly 
cold hardy so I can probably get it outside 
earlier than most flowering plants. 

Another annual I overwintered is helio- 
trope. Given to me as a gift last summer, its 
purple, vanilla-baby powder scented flowers 
provided a olfactory pick-me-up whenever 
needed. Admittedly, this plant struggled 
over the winter but with fresh soil and a 
brighter window it is thriving once more. 
The same goes for a coleus that I got from 
a my friend Jean a year and a half ago. I 
decided take cuttings of all three to increase 


Je about a month ago I decided to re- 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 





my coffers and happily both the coleus and 
the lobelia have rooted. It’s been tricky to 
keep the almost furry heliotrope leaves from 
wilting while awaiting roots. More research 
necessary there. 

Late last spring I made a mixed plant- 
er with succulent type plants for my porch. 
I used what I had, including two 
tiny kalachoe plants rescued from 
where I don’t recall. They looked 
a so pathetic that I planted them 
almost in the same hole to make 
one decent-sized plant. But alas, 
in just three months of good soil 
and a warm porch they tripled in 
size and by February were full of 
aphids. After a soapy bath they 
were separated, each given their 
own pot. Now, one has flower 
buds! I have read that kalanchoes 
are easy to propagate. Simply take a cutting 
of terminal growth two to three inches long, 
stripping off all but the top 2 or 3 leaves. 
Allow the stem to callus and then insert 
into a free-draining type of potting soil, one 
comprised of peat moss and perlite is ideal. 
Begin checking for roots in about a month. 

Another plant that faced true liber- 
ation a month ago was an amaryllis that I 
received in a fancy clear container. The bulb 
was waxed, or maybe even covered in some 
kind of plastic. Hard to tell.. All you had to 
do was put it on the shelf, no potting up re- 
quired. Something did not set well with me 
about this fancy new modus...they want you 
to throw it away afterwards! But I kept my 
comment to myself, thanked the person who 
gave it to me and watched as it bloomed, 
nicely, but on a shorter stem than what I 
am used to. Once the flowers had passed it 
looked as though another stem wanted to put 
out flower buds, but it just sort of sat there. I 
decided I would operate, gently peeling the 
wax off the bulb. After planting in potting 
soil the amaryllis did bloom and has since 
put out healthy white roots this last month. 
Next it will grow a healthy crop of foliage 
then go dormant before blooming again next 
fall/winter. 

It was a lot of fun to repot and exper- 
iment with my “houseplants.” Maybe I’ve 
had some success because not all of them 
were intentioned for the house all along. Or 
maybe my luck is changing! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy @turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 


Claiming Social Security now to preserve savings 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: One of the big pieces of the 
Social Security puzzle that everyone seems to 
miss 1s the protection of other retirement funds. 
If I did not take Social Security, I would have to 
dip into my retirement savings to fund the early 
part of my retirement. I took Social Security at 
my full retirement age rather than wait, so I am 
preserving my retirement account that has his- 
torically been getting 8 to 9% interest over the 
last 30 years. Social Security will never give 
me anything close to those returns. Signed: 
Smart Investor 

Dear Smart Investor: You are, of course, 
correct that preservation of retirement savings 
is important. It’s also correct that everyone’s 
personal financial situation is different. If your 
retirement nest egg has historically provided a 
return of 8 to9% over the last 30 years and will 
continue to do so, then I believe you made the 
right choice by claiming at your full retirement 
age (FRA), and preserving those high-return 
investments. 

But many are not as fortunate as you and 
have their nest egg sitting in low-interest IRAs 
and bank savings accounts, and those folks 
may have a different perspective. They may 
choose an option to delay claiming Social Se- 
curity to get a higher monthly benefit, initially 
using some of their low-return savings, but al- 


lowing them to preserve their overall savings 
much further into their retirement because of a 
higher Social Security benefit. And most often, 
continuing to work provides them added abili- 
ty to delay claiming Social Security to get that 
higher benefit. 

Personally, I do not advocate withdrawing 
from retirement funds in lieu of claiming So- 
cial Security. But I do suggest that waiting past 
FRA to claim a higher benefit may be wiser 
than claiming earlier and investing the Social 
Security money, trying to beat the 8% yearly 
benefit growth realized by waiting to claim. It’s 
an unfortunate reality that high-return/low-risk 
investments are very difficult to find these days, 
and most seniors are loathe to put their money 
in high-risk investments to get higher returns. 

Again, everyone’s situation is different, 
and each must choose based upon their own 
circumstances. Many who contact us about 
their Social Security options intend to continue 
working beyond their full retirement age. Those 
folks might adopt a strategy where they delay 
past their FRA to get a higher Social Security 
benefit for the rest of their life, made possi- 
ble because they are still working and earning 
(rather than withdrawing from investments). If 
they’re in good health and will achieve at least 
average life expectancy, they will not only en- 
joy a much higher monthly benefit, but they’Il 
also receive more in cumulative lifetime bene- 
fits by waiting longer to claim Social Security. 


Finally, often lost in the argument to claim 
at or after FRA is that, for a married couple, 
a surviving spouse receives 100% of the bene- 
fit the deceased spouse was receiving at death. 
That surviving spouse benefit will either be 
a smaller FRA amount or a larger (e.g., age 
70) amount, depending upon when the higher 
earning spouse claimed. Point is, if you are 
married, when you claim may also affect your 
spouse’s survivor benefit, so life expectancy of 
both spouses should always be included in the 
decision on when to claim. In any case, from 
what you’ve written I believe that your choice 
to claim at your FRA in order to preserve your 
high-return investments was a prudent move 
for your personal circumstances. And I admire 
the careful thought you put into that decision. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affil- 
iated with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-securi- 
ty-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amac- 
foundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 








‘ 
~ is 


Courtesy photo 


Julie and Tom on the summit of Mt. Bond, their 44th 
winter ascent. 
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23 miles of ‘fun 
Saving the best — and worst — for last 
hike of winter 


By Julie Midura 
Correspondent 


When Tom and I lost our minds and decided to at- 
tempt to climb all 48 New Hampshire 4,000-foot moun- 
tains in winter, the Zealand/Bonds traverse was the one 
that made me loose sleep at night. 

How on Earth would we be able to pull off THAT lit- 
tle miracle? Not that we’re “old” by any means — well, one 
of us isn’t anyway — but this is the BONDS we're talking 
about! What kind of demented couple, one of whom is a 
senior citizen, decides it would be FUN to hike 23.2 miles 
over five, 4,000-foot mountains in a single day in the dead 
of winter?! And more importantly - WHY?! 

Well, the answer is pretty obvious. We want to earn 
that cute little round patch that we get to sew onto our 
backpack once we complete them all. But in all serious- 
ness, this crazy adventure has allowed Tom and I to move 
beyond our comfort zone and to challenge ourselves in 
ways we never dreamed possible. 

So on the final Saturday of winter, we hiked what has 
been our most challenging hike so far — the Zealand/Bonds 
traverse. These mountains are in the heart of the 45,000- 
acre Pemigewasset Wilderness. The Bonds are among the 
most remote of the 4,000 footers, and as such, every trail 
that reaches their summits 1s a long and arduous one. 

When we originally planned this hike, we envisioned 
sunny skies, temps in the 30s, minimal wind, and a solidly 
packed trail. What we actually encountered was nothing 
of the sort. The forecast called for wind chill temps in the 
negative 20s and sustained winds in the 35 mph range with 
gusts up to 50 mph. 

Tom and I know our limits regarding wind speed and 
temperature and as such; We’re unwilling to take the risks 
that we were willing to take when we were younger. What 
can I say, it comes with age. Something called self-pres- 
ervation. 

We asked ourselves if it would be worth the potential 
suffering just to bag several peaks. After all, we began this 
quest to have fun and to challenge ourselves, not as a test 
to determine how much misery we could withstand. So we 
decided to go in spite of the wind chills predictions with 
the caveat that we would turn back if the conditions were 
too extreme to continue. 

Snow was falling steadily and the wind was howling 
when we stepped out of our car near Zealand Road at 4:30 
a.m. One of the drawbacks of winter hiking is that several 
of the mountains require a road walk just to get to the trail- 
head because some of the roads are not maintained in win- 
ter. On this particular hike, we needed to walk 3.7 miles on 
the road just to reach the trailhead. 

We were able to wear micro-spikes on our feet for the 
road walk, but switched to snowshoes once we reached 
Zealand trail. The snow continued to fall, so we were 
forced to break trail through fresh snow that was anywhere 
between three inches to over a foot deep. Breaking trail is 
exhausting work, so Tom and I took turns taking the lead 
position. 

Once we were above tree line, the combination of 
fresh snow and fierce wind erased all signs of the trail. We 
spent valuable time trying to find the path that is usually 
very obvious on a summer day. Based on the less than ide- 
al conditions, we began to wonder if we’d have the stamina 
to complete the entire traverse, or if we’d need to turn back 
after reaching Zealand Mountain — our first mountain of 
the day. 

But alas, there IS a God, because not only did the sun 
finally make an appearance, but about a half mile before 
we reached Zealand Mountain, two angels appeared from 
behind us — and they were wearing snowshoes! We stepped 
aside, enormously relieved to have someone in front of us 
breaking out the trail. We reached Mt. Zealand shortly af- 
ter, then continued on. 

The entire traverse is a blend of above tree line ex- 
posure intermixed with hiking in the shelter of the trees. 
When we reached the alpine zone on the shoulder of Mt. 
Guyot, we experienced the full onslaught of nature’s fury 
as the wind roared all around us. I braced myself a few 
times with my trekking poles to avoid being knocked off 
balance. If the hike had required several miles of hiking 
above tree line, we couldn’t have endured the strength of 
the wind, but knowing that we would periodically escape 
its wrath by hiking into the protection of the trees made it 
tolerable. 

We hiked up West Bond next, followed by Mt. Bond. 
It was 3:30 p.m. when we reached Bondcliff — our final 
peak of the day. We had been hiking almost non-stop for 
the past 11 hours. As elated as we were to be standing on 
our final mountain of the day, we knew that we still had 
nine miles to go to get to our car. Thankfully, Bondcliff 
Trail was well packed out, so we were able to remove our 
heavy snowshoes and wear our spikes for the descent. 

AS we strapped our snowshoes onto our packs, I 
groaned under the added weight on my back. However, 
heavier packs mean lighter feet. Without heavy snowshoes 
on our feet, we practically flew down the mountain. 

We arrived at the bridge that marks the end of the hike 
just as I was certain that I couldn’t take one more step. My 
legs were propelling me forward only out of sheer neces- 
sity. We crossed the bridge that leads to the parking lot at 
7:30 p.m. — 15 hours from the time we started. 

WE DID IT! 

Twenty-three miles, five mountains, 15 hours. It’s 
amazing what the mind and body can do when the heart 
leads the way. 

Peace, and hike on! 

Julie Midura is a resident of Ludlow 


Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St. Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
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Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
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up every day thinking about you 
and our communities and what we 
can do in the state senate and what 
state government, frankly, can do to 
deliver services and to make life a 
little bit easier. We do have bright- 
er days ahead and 2021 is going to 
be a much more positive year than 
2020. But there’s a lot we’ve got to 
do together to make sure that the 
recovery is not only fast, but 1s eq- 
uitable and includes all our commu- 
nities and all of our people.” 

The first question, facilitat- 
ed by McAuliff, was about the 
“bumpy and lumpy” rollout of the 
Mass. vaccination program. 

“Well, it’s a very important 
question and we’ve gotten a lot of 
feedback from this,’ Lesser said. 
“And I just want to first thank our 
constituents who really notified 
us about some of the issues of the 
vaccine rollout very early in the 
process. Our constituents are not 
shy and I appreciate that because 
the calls and the emails and just 
stopping me on the street or at the 
supermarket or just out and about 
gave me a really good eyes on the 
ground experience about what was 
happening with the vaccine roll- 
out. An independent analysis by 
the Belfer Center at Harvard gave 
Massachusetts an ‘F’ and gave 
West Virginia an ‘A’ in the initial 
rollout. And part of the reason for 
that is shots were not getting into 
arms fast enough. And the tech and 
the logistics and the management 
around getting shots into arms was 
just completely inadequate. The 
website crashing was simply in- 
excusable — frankly embarrassing 
— for a state like ours that prides 
itself on technology and healthcare 
leadership. 

But we’re focused on making 
it better moving forward. And I 
will say we’ve given pointed feed- 
back to the governor and to the 
Department of Public Health about 
where there need to be improve- 
ments. And I would also just point 
out, in addition to the advocacy in 
the bills we filed, I joined a very 
important new oversight commit- 
tee on COVID-19, a joint commit- 
tee between the House and the Sen- 
ate laser focused on improving the 
immediate vaccine rollout, making 
sure it is equitable and including 
our underserved communities, in 
particular our Black and Hispanic 
communities that have historically 
faced disadvantages when access- 
ing health care in our state.” 

Lesser said the committee ex- 
pected have Gov. Baker to appear 
at March 23 hearing by the new 
committee. 


Local clinics 

Lesser answered two related 
questions, about the community 
vaccine clinic in Longmeadow and 
why “a very robust public health 
plan in Massachusetts” wasn’t 
more help in the vaccine rollout, 
with one extended response. 

“We’ve gotten a lot of feed- 
back on this,” he said. 

“It’s important for people to 
understand the legal and financial 
structure of how the vaccines are 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Volcanic crater 

9. Long times 

10. Swedish rock group 

14, Having the means to 
do something 

43. Photo 
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38. Ancient Greek sophist 

39. Polish yeast cakes 

40. Promotional materials 

41. Pancakes made from 
buckwheat flour 

42. Completed perfectly 


coming to the state. There are a 
few different distribution channels 
for the vaccine. One is the federal 
retail pharmacy program. So these 
are the vaccine appointments that 
are popping up, for example, at 
Big Y, at CVS and Walgreens, at 
Walmart, at Stop and Shop — the 
same pharmacy you go to for a flu 
shot or for your regular prescription 
medication — those doses come di- 
rectly from the federal government. 
So the state government has limit- 
ed sort of control or exposure to 
that. Those are really just shipped 
directly from the vaccine producers 
via the federal government, direct- 
ly to the pharmacies. 

“The second way that vac- 
cine doses have been getting out 
is through the state distribution. It 
was weekly. Now, it’s more than 
that. So the legislature, as a result, 
has had limited influence and has 
limited been able to give limit- 
ed oversight over this process. So 
initially, the state was helping to 
distribute these vaccines through 
local clinics. A decision was made 
by the (Mass.) Department of Pub- 
lic Health to pull those doses from 
most of the local clinics and redi- 
rect those doses to the mass vacci- 
nation sites. The closest one for us 
is the Eastfield Mall. I was frustrat- 
ed by it because I know so many 
of our local communities spent a 
lot of time and a lot of resources 
getting those clinics ready and set 
up. And right now they’re empty. 
So my hope is, is that we’re going 
to be able to get those doses back to 
local communities as we get more 
supply, because I feel strongly that 
as we get into the later stages of 
this, it’s local communities that 
know their populations the best 
and are going to have the best abil- 
ity to, for example, do house visits 
to vaccinate homebound individu- 
als, to reach out to somebody that 
might be hesitant and talk to them 
or walk them through the get them 
comfortable with taking the vac- 
cine,” Lesser said. 

“Our local fire departments, 
our local EMTs, our local commu- 
nity health folks know their neigh- 
borhoods and know their people 
the best. So we should be empow- 
ering them to help get the vaccine 
out rather than centralizing. I’m 
hopeful that we’ll be able to see 
those open.” 


Economic recovery 

Asked about the pandemic’s 
impact on small businesses, partic- 
ularly restaurants, salons and other 
“customer-facing’ shops, Less- 
er said the state’s response needs 
to consider the reality that up to 
225,000 of that states lost jobs ar- 
en’t coming back. 

“Those job losses are dispro- 
portionately in the wage-earning 
hourly workforce, disproportion- 
ately female because of the nature 
of the shutdowns and the nature of 
the impact of COVID-19. It hurt 
in particular preschools, daycares, 
health care jobs, restaurant jobs, 
service-oriented work, which is 
disproportionately female and also 
disproportionately men and wom- 
en of color and immigrants. So we 
really need to make sure that our 
our aid programs and our policy is 
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CLUES DOWN 

1. Mother 

2. Jewish calendar month 
3. Jal __, sport 

4. Establish again 

5. Swiss river 


33. Mental illness 
36. Father 


(abbr.) 


34. A person from Asia 


37. General's assistant 
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focused on where the impact has 
been most dramatic, and that also 
includes our small businesses,’ 
Lesser said. 

“We’ve worked with the ad- 
ministration on a very large — the 
largest of its kind in the country — 
aid program on top of the federal 
aid that has come in. We’ve creat- 
ed more than a $600 million small 
business aid program targeted at 
small businesses and _ businesses 
that have been the most impacted 
by COVID-19 with a particular 
emphasis on minority businesses 
and immigrant owned _business- 
es in our gateway cities, which of 
course includes Springfield and 
Chicopee in my district. In addition 
to that, actually, just today, hot off 
the presses, literally an hour ago, 
the Senate finalized a package of 
aid, including making TPP loans 
that came in to businesses through 
the CARES Act.” 

One major aspect of that, Less- 
er said, is immediate tax relief for 
small businesses. 

“They will not be subject to 
Massachusetts income tax. I think 
a very unfair situation was going 
to develop for small businesses 
that got TPP aid that then used 
that money to pay their workers, 
to keep people employed, to keep 
the lights on during a very difficult 
year were now retroactively going 
to be asked to pay a five percent tax 
on that money that they don’t even 
have anymore because they’ve paid 
it out to their employees,” he said. 

“That was going to be an un- 
fair situation. So we’ve (prevent- 
ed) that. That’s going to be put on 
the governor’s desk next week. 
We’ve also frozen rate increas- 
es for unemployment insurance 
so that small businesses will not 
have been subjected to what have 
been a 60 percent increase in un- 
employment insurance rates. And 
very importantly, we’ve we’ve set 
up a new state level sick leave pro- 
gram so that people who either get 
COVID-19 or need to take time off 
to get a vaccine will have a fully 
paid program. It will not be paid by 
employers. It’s going to be paid by 
paid for by the state. 

“In addition to that, we’ve 
done something very unique — I’m 
not aware of any other state that’s 
done this — but we are waiving the 
tax on the initial round of unem- 
ployment insurance checks that are 
our lowest income individuals have 
gotten. Those who are 200 percent 
or less below the poverty line. So 
this is really about helping the most 
vulnerable people in our communi- 
ty who have gotten that lifeline of 
the unemployment insurance. They 
shouldn’t really be paying state tax 
on that. I think that they should be 
keeping that and they should be us- 
ing that to help pay their bills and 
pay for groceries and other neces- 
sities.” 


Infrastructure 

Although always interested in 
creating new jobs, the state, Lesser 
said, needs to grow its infrastruc- 
ture so residents in Western Mass. 
can have more opportunities work- 
ing remotely or commuting for 
higher-wage jobs as opposed to 
relocating. 
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“We know western Massachu- 
setts and our communities here are 
great places to grow up. That’s why 
we're here,” he said. 

“They’re great places to raise 
families. We’ve got great commu- 
nities. We’ve got good open space, 
great institutions, great museums, 
parks, you name it. But one of the 
things that we didn’t have was a 
good economy and fast paced job 
growth and access to the same eco- 
nomic opportunity that people in 
other places, especially the highly 
growing red hot economies to our 
east and Boston into our south and 
New York City saw. So as a result, 
a lot of people had to leave, espe- 
cially our young people felt they 
had to leave our region in order to 
get a good job, in order to get a job 
that paid well with remote work 
can solve that because somebody 
can stay in Springfield, somebody 
can stay in Chicopee, they can stay 
in Longmeadow or Belchertown 
or Ludlow or Hamden, and they 
can still be connected to a job any- 
where. And they can make a salary 
from a job anywhere. 

“And they can, by the way, 
own a home here and pay taxes 
here and invest in their community 
here. So we’ve got to get the poli- 
cy right, though, because we’ve got 
to make sure that it’s inclusive and 
that it’s empowering of the people 
that already live here rather than 
being a tool for gentrification or or 
housing price spikes or other things 
that would crowd out, you know, 
our local community. And so that’s 
why you can’t think about it in a 
vacuum.’ 

McAuliffe prompted a discus- 
sion about municipal broadband 
and rail service. 

“Look, when when COVID-19 
IS Over We’re going to want to be 
together again. We’re going to want 
to work in groups again. We’re go- 
ing to want to go to offices, but it’s 
probably not going to look the way 
it used to, which was, you know, a 
nine a five day a week, a nine to 
five commute into an office where 
you would sit at a desk, stay there 
for eight hours, 10 hours, and then 
go home. You can very easily see 
a scenario where someone could 
live in Springfield, they could be 
in Springfield schools. They could 
be paying taxes in Springfield. 
Maybe one day a week they’re in 
Boston for work or a couple of 
times a month they have to go to 
New York City or for a meeting 
or a couple of times a year. That’s 
where rail comes in, because you 
can take the train easily, you know, 
from Springfield to Boston, from 
Springfield to New York City, and 
now all of a sudden Western Mass. 
It changes our potential for growth, 
the kinds of jobs that we can attract 
here. It enhances the vibrancy of 
our economy in such dramatic 
ways. So I frankly feel very excited 
about the potential of this because 
I think that it really makes the case 
even stronger for all of these things 
we've already been working on, 
like intercity rail service and in and 
in the remote work and the and the 
Internet and broadband issues.” 


Education 
“T think most people agree that 
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we need to get kids back into the 
classroom,’ Lesser said. 

“But what do we need to do to 
make sure that return is done safely 
for not only the students, but their 
teachers as well? This is a fraught 
issue. And I just want to first say 
thank you to our educators and our 
teachers and our school profession- 
als to have really just been through 
a lot. [ mean, they didn’t sign up for 
this. And I’ve seen it with my own 
kids. You know, this was stressful 
for parents. This was stressful for 
kids. This is very, very hard and 
stressful for teachers. 

And I mean, I think I have 
enough trouble on the Zooms 
with adults. I can’t imagine hav- 
ing a group of second graders that 
you’ve got to keep occupied on a 
Zoom. 

“So I think we need to cele- 
brate and lift up and show our ap- 
preciation for our educators and 
our and our administrators and 
everyone, the principals, everyone 
that’s worked so hard to do every- 
thing they possibly can to make 
this work. But I also think we need 
to acknowledge that obviously the 
the preference is not to have kids be 
remote. And as vaccines come out, 
as we move to a safer place with 
the vaccine, as we learn more about 
the science of COVID-19. Now, 
there’s much better information 
and peer reviewed research about 
how it spreads so we can plan and 
prepare. The kids have to transition 
back and in as quick away as possi- 
ble. I think we can do both.” 

A constituent asked Lesser for 
his opinions about the state educ- 
tion “commissioner’s decision to 
usurp local control and basically 
dictate that students need to go 
back to school and to build off 
that.” Springfield Education Asso- 
ciation President Maureen Posner 
asked about potentially rolling 
back start start dates to April 26 to 
give teachers more time to get their 
vaccinations. 

“Think back to what I was 
saying earlier about the different 
distribution channels for vaccines,” 
Lesser said. 

“The federal government 100 
percent controls the distribution of 
vaccines directly to the retail phar- 
macies. So what President Biden 
did is through the CDC, they issued 
a directive that those retail pharma- 
cies needed to include teachers on 
the priority list, which is something 
I applaud him for doing and should 
have been done, frankly, weeks 
ago. And that’s why so many of our 
teachers have been able to get vac- 
cinated at CVS 
and in other re- 
tail pharmacies. 
We need to do 
more to get vac- 
cines to teach- 
ers, including, I 
believe, on-site 
administration 
of vaccines for 
teachers. Frank- 
ly, as a parent, I 
would just feel 
more comfort- 
able if the teach- 
ers at my chil- 
dren’s __ school 
were vaccinated. 
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I think every parent would would 
like to have teachers at their kids’ 
schools vaccinated. And by the 
way, the governor’s contention 
that we can’t do on-site is simply 
not true. We’ve been doing state 
administered on-site vaccine ad- 
ministration since the start of all 
of this. Our police and our fire- 
fighters were largely administering 
the vaccine at job sites. Nursing 
home staffs were administered, the 
vaccine at job sites, hundreds of 
public housing authorities or pub- 
lic housing complexes for seniors 
around the state were administered 
by onsite clinics supervised by the 
state, and our hospitals vaccinated 
their own workforce. So this idea 
that the state can’t or doesn’t know 
how to or can’t administratively do 
work site administration of vac- 
cines at schools is just not correct.” 

The very first question Lesser 
answered was from a constituent 
who asked, “It’s been a long year 
for a lot of people. But what is the 
last year been like for you and your 
family?” 

“Well, I think the last year has 
been for my family what it’s been 
like for quite a lot of families,” 
Lesser said. 

“IT mean, certainly I have 
young kids. I have a seven-year- 
old and a four-year-old. And there 
was the stress that all of our fami- 
lies faced when their school closed 
and trying to figure out coverage 
and how that was going to work. 
My wife, who has her own busy 
career, saw that, of course and was 
disrupted along with so many other 
people at the beginning of the year. 
In many respects his past yea was 
the worst of times in so many ways, 
but also some of the best of times. 
So I feel very fortunate and grateful 
that life slowed down a little bit, as 
I think it did for a lot of people. So 
we took a lot of family walks. P’ve 
had dinner with my two daughters 
almost every night, which is not 
something that we were able to do 
because of the distance with Bos- 
ton and everything else in the past. 
So I appreciate and I and I’m so 
grateful for all the extra time we’ve 
been able to spend together, but 
also very much ready for us to get 
back to a little bit more of a normal 
routine like we had in 2019. 


To watch or listen to the full 
town hall, which included ques- 
tions and comments not included in 
this story, go to Lesser’s Facebook 
page or pscp.tv/EricLesser/1zq- 
JVXMzzZVKB. 
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Susy Cadieux, owner of Antiques & Uniques in Monson, decided to 
open a shop that sold not just antique furniture, butw other categories 


furniture and decor. 


Turley Publications staff photos by Jonah Snowden 
Antiques & Uniques recently opened at 170 Main St., Suite F., in Monson. 


Antique furniture and unique products in 
one local setting 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON -— With the mis- 
sion to provide the residents of 
Monson and surrounding areas a 
place to shop for antique furniture 
and unique items in one place, 
Monson resident Susy Cadieux 
decided to open a new store she 
named Antiques & Uniques. 

Last October, Cadieux be- 
gan looking for a space to open 
the antique and gift shop. Once 
coming across a location on Main 
Street, Cadieux said she changed 
her original plan. Initially look- 
ing to showcase antiques, after 
doing more research, she decided 
against opening a typical antique 
store. 

Inside the shop customers 
will find multiple sections filled 
with different items for differ- 
ent types of customers who may 
want to put together a man cave, 
a garden area for their backyard 
and any number of motifs. [tems 
range from birdhouses and gar- 


dening utensils to teacups and 
antique furniture. 

“In Monson and Palmer, 
besides Walmart and the (Dollar 
General), there’s really not a lot 
of stores,’ Cadieux said. 

“T figured if I could get the 
population of both people who 
want to look at antiques and the 
population of who want to buy 
new stuff and can get more clien- 
tele across those groups.” 

She also said the vintage 
items for sale can be refurbished 
and brought directly into the 
home for everyday use. 

Since officially opening the 
store March 18, Cadieux said af- 
ter she began posting about it on 
social media, she received lots of 
enthusiastic feedback. 

“People have come in and 
said, “this is exactly what the 
town needs,” Cadieux - said. 
“They love the variety in the 
Store, which is fabulous. I’ve 
been pleasantly surprised and 
glad I brough it to Monson.” 

Another message Cadieux 





Two rooms, with another the one in the works, provides a variety of 
unique items for a customers in one setting. 


said she hopes to showcase 
through the store is for customers 
to understand the value of antique 
furniture. 

“Kids today can go to IKEA 
and buy a piece of cardboard 
or come in and buy a really old 
piece of future and see its quali- 
ty,’ Cadieux said. 

Cadieux said she 1s also 
looking forward to running 
her business with family mem- 


bers, including relatives Tammy 
Cadieux, Tarrah Girard and Bry- 
anna Cadieux. 

For more information on An- 
tiques & Uniques, visit the shop’s 
Facebook page, call 860-716- 
5069 or email antiquesandun- 
iquesma@ gmail.com. The shop 
is located at 170 Main St., Suite 
F., Monson and open Thursday 
through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 





Filing for town elected 
offices underway 


Anyone interested in running for any of the 
townwide offices that will be decided by the June 
8 election can begin filing their nomination pa- 


pers. 


One seat each will be available for the fol- 


lowing positions: 


Councilor at Large/District 2; Councilor/ 
District 3 Councilor/Planning Board and School 
Committee. Each term is three years. 

Candidates must be registered to vote in 


offices: 
year term 


year term 


Board of Selectmen, one seat, three- 


School Committee, two seats, three- 


Monson election filing ends April 15 


Want to run for office? Board of Assessors, one seat, three-year 


term 
The annual Monson town election Water and Sewer Commissioner, three- 
will be held 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, June year term 
8, at Memorial Hall. Cemetery Commissioner, three-year 
Candidates can run for the following term 
Parks and Recreation Commissioner, 


three-year term 
To obtain nomination papers, 
413-267-4115 or email townclerk @mon- 


call 


son-ma.gov. The deadline to file nomina- 


Palmer by May 19 to be eligible. There is no fil- 

ing fee and papers must be returned by April 15. 
To obtain the nomination papers and for more 

information, call the Town Clerk at 283-2608. 


School Committee, one seat (to fill the 
year remaining of a vacated term) 

Highway Surveyor, one seat, three-year 
term 


tion papers 1s Thursday, April 15. 
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Comerford (Hampshire, Franklin, and 
Worcester), Rebecca Rausch (Norfolk, 
Bristol, and Middlesex) and Represen- 
tatives Brian Ashe (Second Hampden), 
Jake Oliveira (Seventh Hampden), Kel- 
ly Pease (Fourth Hampden) and Todd 
Smola (First Hampden), the bill also 
directs MassDOT to “conduct an eco- 
nomic impact analysis on the economic 
benefits and transformational impact” 
of the rail line, which would include a 
depot in Palmer, and seek out addition- 
al funding sources.” 


Crunching numbers 

Early in the steering committee 
meeting, members discussed the crit- 
ical cost-to-benefit-ratio in a Mass- 
DOT study completed last year. Wide- 
ly panned as inaccurate by passenger 
rail advocates because of the method 
MassDOT used to arrive at its figure, 
the CBR is typically a deciding factor 
in whether or not projects are eligible 
for federal funding. The East-West Rail 
is projected to come with a price tag of 
at least $2.4 billion — and perhaps as 
much as $4 billion. 

“The economic impact analysis 
— that could be a positive and make 
something happen that helps allay the 
CBR,” Hood said. 

Whatever the mechanics, steering 
committee members said they think the 
stars could be aligning for the project. 
The Biden administration has promised 
a massive national infrastructure proj- 
ect and is known as a fan of passenger 
rail. His Transportation Secretary, Pete 
Buttigieg, is a close friend of Lesser’s 
from their college days and Massa- 
chusetts has some influential voices 
in congress, including House Ways 
and Means Committee Chair Richard 
Neal and Sen. Ed Markey, who serves 
on two transportation-related subcom- 
mittees. Both have gone on record as 
in favor of creating the new passenger 
rail line. 

“We should leverage our feder- 
al partners when there’s an opening 
for that,’ steering committee member 
Jessica Sizer, a Palmer Town Coun- 
cil member who was appointed as the 
town of Barre administrator nearly a 
year ago. 

Steering committee member and 
Palmer Community Development D1- 
rector Sarah Szczebak, said she learned 
while applying for federal bridge grants 
that “rail projects are eligible’ and was 
surprised to discover the “grades” as- 
signed to various projects, which in- 
clude their CBRs, don’t always carry as 
much weight as having a well-placed 
advocate. 

“If someone gets in their ear and 
says ‘I want this project in Massachu- 
setts, you get on the list whether you 
scored high or not,” she said. 

“Tt sounds like you can easily 
overcome (an unfavorable CBR) if you 
have a strong enough champion Wash- 
ington.” 

It’s also possible that MassDOT 
will revisit the CBR. The most recent 
study recommended a second look 
along with other continued fact-find- 
ing. 

“The MassDOT study suggested 


fit-to-cost ratio because the project is 
(coming up short of) meeting the re- 
quired ratio for funding,” Linda Leduc, 
Palmer’s town planner, and a steering 
committee member, said. 

Hood said he’s encouraged by all 
the tailwinds and reminded the rest 
of the committee there is $50 million 
in the state budget for the project just 
waiting to be tapped. 

“Now, $50 million doesn’t get us a 
train, but it does cover things like plan- 
ning and preparatory work of some 
sort — if they decide to appropriate and 
spend it,” he said. 

“And we can start small. It doesn’t 
have to be that two to four billion. It 
can be something smaller to get the 
project going.” 

Leduc said another encouraging 
sign 1s a call she had last week with 
an aide in Neal’s office that confirmed 
“Congressman Neal not only under- 
stands our need for bridge repair but 1s 
very aware of the rail project. I thought 
that was promising,’ Leduc said. 

“Hopefully,” she added, not en- 
tirely half-joking, “we get some bridge 
money too!” 


Depot planning 

Last month, Palmer Town Coun- 
cil tasked the committee with shifting 
its focus to what Town Manager Ryan 
McNutt described as a “station site 
committee” and during last week’s 
meeting committee members rehashed 
some past studies and discussed what 
they need to move forward. 

Scarlet Lamothe, a committee 
member who wasn’t in last week’s 
meeting, said in past meetings and 
forums that her family’s restaurant 
— Steaming Tender, inside Palmer’s 
original depot — is interested in hav- 
ing the platform for a new passenger 
rail line built nearby. Her family even 
purchased more property in the vicinity 
that could be used for parking, she said. 
Hood referenced those comments as an 
example of the mindset the steering 
committee should adopt. 

“We’re at that point where we 
should think ‘what if this were to hap- 
pen?’ and figure out the factors of what 
goes into this decision,’ Hood said. 

“We probably want to have a plat- 
form compatible with Amtrak,’ he said 
because of potential ties to the Spring- 
field-New Haven line now in service. 
At some point, Hood said, the town and 
committee will likely need to contract 
with a consultant to help sort through 
the options available. 

“All these technical details, we 
need to resolve,’ he said. 

Leduc estimates it would cost be- 
tween $50,000 and $75,000 to hire a 
consultant. 

“Tl keep my eye out for funding 
sources in the meantime but I’m sure 
there’s funding out there,’ she said. 
“There is plenty of grant money out 
there, but it’s probably something we’ ll 
tackle next fiscal year.” 

Committee member Anne Miller 
suggested money from the Mass. Trans- 
portation Bond Gov. Baker signed last 
year could be used to pay for it. 

The committee also plans to fol- 
low up on a suggestion from a prior 
meeting to start researching how oth- 


there would 
be state offi- 
cials working 


er towns built new rail platforms. One 
thing is clear: Committee members 
plan on moving the project forward at 










| & with feder- every opportunity. 
) | al _ officials “We need to stay on MassDOT’s 
| | looking at radar,’ Hood said. 
this bene- 
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HELP WANTED 


ADVERTISING SALES 


Do you want to work in your community helping local 
businesses connect with their customers? 

Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 
If so, then join our team! 

Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising 
for our community newspapers. 





di Hampden House 
1 Allen St., Hampden, MA ¢ 413-566-8324 


EASTER SUNDAY 


Dine In or Take Out 
Brunch service begins at 11:00 am 
Brunch & Dinner Menu will be served 
RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED! 


EASTER SPECIALS 


Eggs Benedict ~ Steak & Eggs ~ Lobster Omelette 
Graham Cracker Crusted French Toast 
Prime Rib ~ Surf & Turf 


TAKE OUT EASTER FAMILY MEALS 


Pre-order only! Must be received 

by Thursday, April 1st at 2:00 pm 
Choose from our regular Family Meals 

plus these Easter Specials: 
Maple Glazed Ham ~ $44 
Slow Roasted Beef Sirloin ~ $52 
Both are served with Rosemary Yukon Gold Potatoes, 
baby carrots, garden salad and bread. 
Family meals feed up to six people. 


FULL SERVICE HOME CATERING AVAILABLE! 


See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu 


lacucinahampden.com 
LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS 





Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured 


Tree Trimming and Removal 
Emergency Tree Work « Stump Grinding 
Crane Service » Sawmill Service 
Firewood Delivery 


All Major Credit Cards Accepted » 100% Financing Available 


162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010 
508-641-5249 - office@robinsontreeservice.net 
www.robinsontreeservice.net 





The right candidate will assume an established 
territory that includes Palmer, Monson, and Ludlow. 


You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. Basic 
computer skills are required. Previous print sales 
experience is preferred but we will train the right 
candidate. Turley Publications, a locally owned 
family business, offers a competitive commission 
structure, 401k, and health plan. 


Turle yo 


sles & Inc. 


Dana’ av _ a Qe es £y & Ge ae C2 
MAIN STREET ee April 4 
TAVERN 12-5 PM 


“Exactly what a Main Street Caster Surday 


Tavern should be” 
16 DRAFT LINES SPECIAL MENU 
Pineapple Glazed Ham 


Original Cocktails 
10 TVs © Touch Tunes Juke Box Truffle Lobster Mac & Cheese 
Lamb Rack 


Chicken Saltimbocca 
Also Serving our regular menu 


Send resume and cover letter to: 


Jamie Joslyn 
24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Email: jamie@turley.com 





Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 


Homemade Pasta 
Handcrafted Burgers 
Hand-Cut Fries & Chips 


GREAT ATMOSPHERE 
GREAT FOOD! 


218 Main Street, Monson ¢ 413-893-9078 _ 
aug Wwww.218mainstreettavern.com 


Reservations 
encouraged and accepted 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Journal Register 


Mon - Thurs 3-9 pm 


Fri & Sat 2-10 pm 
Sunday 2-9 pm 
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Girls 
basketball 
returns to 
action 


MONSON - After sitting out 
the winter season, sports returned to 
Monson High School with the girls 
in action last Tuesday and Thursday 
against Belchertown. Monson won 
both games, including a 36-32 win 
last Tuesday evening. In the win, 
Olivia Chrzan scored 15 points 
while Sydnie DeVries contributed 
11 points. 



































Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 
Olivia Chrzan makes her way 
down the court. 


It’s a tight 

spot for Rylee 
Bonneau to try 

and get around ._ 
the Belchertown . 
defense. these 
& 
Sydnie DeVries hustles to 
drive to the hoop. 


Olivia Chrzan makes 
her way around a 
Belchertown guard. 


Tennessee 
Murphy starts 
a play for the 
Mustangs. 









Conference 
moves 
forward with 


spring 
competition 


WESTFIELD — The eight Mas- 
sachusetts State Collegiate Athletic 
Conference (MASCAC) Presidents 
announced today that they have ap- 
proved a plan to have competition 
for the spring sports of baseball, 
men’s golf, women’s lacrosse, soft- 
ball and men’s and women’s out- 
door track and field. The presidents 
have also approved the continuation 
of practice for fall and winter MAS- 
CAC teams subject to health and 
safety, testing and tracing protocols 
in place to limit the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus. 

“The MASCAC continues to 
meet regularly with the presidents, 
athletic directors, athletic trainers 
and other essential staff as we bring 
our student-athletes back to the 
playing field, safely, while adher- 
ing to all state, federal and NCAA 
guidelines,’ said MASCAC Com- 
missioner Angela Baumann. “It is 
our intention to have these athletic 
events as long as the conditions al- 
low us to move forward safely. The 
MASCAC office and eight MAS- 
CAC Presidents will be monitoring 
practices and competition to ensure 
the continued health and safety of 
our student-athletes and staff.” 
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Valley Wheel Baseball seeking ne new v talent 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — The regular season is just a month away 
and the members of the Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League are excited to be playing baseball again. 

Last year, the season was cancelled once parks 
were closed due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

An attempt was made by commissioner Jim Nason 
to hold a short season once modified rules for activity 
were allowed, but there was not enough interest to keep 


the league operating. 


Now, the league is gearing for a full season, but 
between circumstances changing during the pandemic 


and the modifications currently in place for sports The 
league is definitely in need of more baseball talent. 


Nason is hoping “quarantine fatigue” and the need 
to get outdoors and get active will draw new players to 


page 8 


BASEBALL 





be 


File photos 


Valley Wheel Baseball is ready to get started again. 
Tryouts were held last summer before the season ulti- 
mately had to be cancelled due to the pandemic. 





Purse structure announced for 2021 season 


WATERBURY, VT and NA- 
PLES, ME -- American-Canadian 
Tour (ACT) and Pro All Star Series 
(PASS) officials have announced 
the purse structure for the five 
weekly divisions set for competi- 
tion at Thompson Speedway Mo- 
torsports Park in 2021. 

A total of nearly $24,000 in 
posted awards have been set to be 
distributed to the Sunoco Modi- 
fieds, Late Models, SK Light Mod- 
ifieds, Limited Sportsman, and 
Mini Stocks at each event. All five 
divisions will compete as part of 
the six-race oval track event sched- 
ule at Thompson, which begins 
with the annual Icebreaker on April 


10 and 11. The schedule also in- 
cludes four Wednesday night rac- 
es in the summer (June 16, July 7, 
Aug. 11 and Sept. 15) and the Su- 
noco World Series (Oct. 8 to 10). 

“When Tom (Mayberry) and 
I agreed to take on this role at 
Thompson, one of our priorities 
was posting a fair purse for all di- 
visions,’ ACT managing partner 
Cris Michaud said. “I raced for 
20+ years, and I experienced first- 
hand the value of an extra dollar. 
We’ve put together a competitive 
structure that rewards everyone 
who shows up and will help teams 
get their cars to the track.” 

The roar of the Sunoco Modi- 


fieds will return to the high-banks 
with drivers chasing a $1,500 win- 
ning prize for their 30-lap feature 
races. With $900 on the line for 
second, $600 for third and $200 to 
Start each race, the Sunoco Modi- 
fied purse itself rises over $8,500. 
Some of the top names in local 
Modified racing are expected to 
compete, including Keith Rocco, 
who looks to continue his domi- 
nance of the competitive class on 
Thompson’s 0.625-mile oval. Oth- 
er names expected for the opener 
include Troy Talman, a former 
Thompson winner. 
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Jacob Mastalerz makes a juke move before running up the field. 


Panthers offense 
sparks late in win 


Jack Letendre 
winds back to 
Sretaee 3 


Tent ae 


rh 
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CHICOPEE - It’s not 
often Palmer meets Chi- | 
copee in football, but in the 
pandemic version of West- 
ern Mass. high school foot- 
ball, the two teams meet in 
the season opener last Sat- | 
urday afternoon. Offense |-= 
was at a premium for three | 
quarters until Palmer scored | 
three times in the fourth 
quarter for a 32-0 shutout. | 
Jack Letendre passed for | 
52 yards and ran for 45. Ja- 
cob Mastalerz ran 19 times 
for 84 yards while Xavier 
Nava went for 80 yards on 
14 carries. While Leten- 
dre had three interceptions, 
Chicopee was unable to do 
anything with it. Steven 


& ad fa i sa 


Matta had 32 yards receiv- 
ing while Chicopee’s rush- |» 
ing attack could not mount | Ter ee tisk 

Chance Lee emerges fai the pack on arun. 





any significant yardage. 





Xavier Nava tries to break up a pass. 


Jaden Nava attempts to catch a 
pass in the air. 
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Sign-ups now 
open for Quabbin 
Area Little League 


BARRE — The Quabbin Area Little League baseball/ 
softball organization has announced sign-ups are now 
open. You can go to www.quabbinll.com through April 
1 to sign up. The costs for baseball are as follows: T-Ball 
- $50, Youth Minor - $65, Minor Kid Pitch - $75, and 
Major Kid Pitch - $85. The softball costs are: 8U Instruc- 
tional - $50, 10OU Minor Kid Pitch - $65, 13U Major Kid 
Pitch - $85. There are $10 discounts for multiple family 
member registrations and financial assistance is available 
for those in need. 

There are also volunteer opportunities available. 
Help the league by coaching as a head or assistant coach, 
volunteer to assist with field maintenance, or many other 
tasks that help the entirely volunteer-run organization op- 
erate. Have questions about registering or volunteering? 
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Sign up for Quabbin Valley 
Baseball League 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley 
Baseball League is an age 28-and-over 
league which plays its games Sundays 
at 10 a.m. beginning in late April and 
concluding in late August. It is a six- 
team league and a 15-game schedule 
with all teams getting at least one play- 
off game at the end of August. 

The league is seeking new players 
to join in the fun. The cost to play in 
2021 is $192.50 and registration can be 
found at www.quabbinvalleybaseball. 
org. Games are mostly being played 
this year in Easthampton and South 
Hadley. Players who wish to pitch in 
the league must be 30-years-old. 

Sign-ups are active and players 


who are not already on a team will be 
placed in a draft, currently scheduled to 
take place on Sunday, April 11. 

The league’s first games are ten- 
tatively scheduled for Sunday, April 
25. For the 2021 season, there is a 
mask-wearing rule, as well as modifi- 
cations that prohibit any type of spit- 
ting or close contact, and players are 
required to take out all trash they bring 
in with them. The league allows the 
use of BBCOR-certified -3 bats as well 
as wood bats. Games are nine innings 
and all players who participate get to 
hit and play the field. For more infor- 
mation or to contact someone from the 
league, go to the league’s website. 


Email galld3ma@ gmail.com for more information. 
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It will remain the decision 
of each member institution to de- 
termine if they can safely partic- 
ipate in intercollegiate athletics 
this spring and in which sports 
they will permit competition. 
These decisions will be made in 
consultation with campus health 
professionals and the MASCAC 
Commissioner. 

The presidents have ap- 
proved a conference schedule 
where the institutions will play 
the same school each week in 
baseball, softball and women’s 
lacrosse. In addition, the mem- 
bership has approved a men’s 
golf and outdoor track and field 
championship. Additionally, the 


presidents have authorized in- 
stitutions to schedule non-con- 
ference contests, provided all 
non-conference teams _ follow 
prescribed MASCAC health and 
safety guidance and protocols. 
Institutions will not be traveling 
to compete against teams out of 
State. 

As the MASCAC teams 
continue to participate in athlet- 
ic activities, it is the continued 
responsibility of all student-ath- 
letes and staff to stay diligent in 
their safety efforts on and off the 
field of play. Individual member 
institutions reserve the right to 
halt competition if the health of 
the campus community is put at 
risk. In the event of an increase of 
COVID-related cases on any of 


our campuses, the schedules may 
be adjusted, which might include 
stoppage of play. 

“The presidents are excited 
to move forward with plans for 
spring sports competition,” said 
Massachusetts College of Lib- 
eral Arts President James Birge, 
Chair of the MASCAC Council 
of Presidents. “As we plan for 
spring sports competition, we 
will continue to fine-tune proto- 
cols to ensure the safety of stu- 
dent-athletes, coaches, staff and 
the campus communities,” said 
President Birge. 

Consistent with state restric- 
tions on gathering limits, spec- 
tators will not be permitted at 
MASCAC contests at this time. 
This policy may be revisited for 


outdoor sports if conditions im- 
prove and subject to state and 
local health authorities’ guid- 
ance. For the enjoyment of fam- 
ily, friends and fans of our stu- 
dent-athletes, the MASCAC will 
continue to livestream contests 
on MASCAC .tv. 

Throughout the 2020-21 ac- 
ademic year, the MASCAC will 
be celebrating its’ 50th anniver- 
sary with special features, facts 
and trivia commemorating the 
event. Our conference has a rich 
history of success on the playing 
field and in the classroom. Over 
the academic year, the confer- 
ence will be highlighting the 
student-athletes, teams, coaches, 
and administrators from the last 
50 years. 





Smola supports bill expanding mail-in voting 
option until June 30 


BOSTON - State Rep. Todd 
M. Smola (R-Warren, Ranking 
Member, Committee on Ways 
& Means) recently supported 
legislation that would provide a 
temporary three-month exten- 
sion of the state’s mail-in voting 
law, moving the sunset date from 
March 31 to June 30. 

House Bill 73, An Act fur- 
ther providing for early voting 
by mail, was engrossed by the 
House on March | and enacted on 
March 11. Representative Smola 
said the extension is needed to 
accommodate the large number 
of municipal elections that are 
scheduled to take place this year 
between April and June. The bill, 
which has also been enacted by 


the Senate, is now on Governor 
Charlie Baker’s desk for his re- 
view and signature. 

“Mail-in voting will allow 
people to safely vote in their local 
elections while we are still facing 
the pandemic,’ said Representa- 
tive Smola. 

House Bill 73 is the latest 
in a series of bills that have been 
passed by the House and Senate 
over the last 12 months to help en- 
sure Massachusetts residents can 
safely exercise their right to vote 
during the ongoing COVID-19 
global pandemic. In March of 
2020, legislation was approved 
allowing cities and towns to post- 
pone municipal elections and 
caucuses until a date certain fall- 


ing on or before June 30, 2020, 
and authorizing early voting by 
mail using no-excuse absentee 
ballots. 

In July of 2020, the House 
and Senate granted additional 
options to voters, including an 
expansion of mail-in voting and 
early in-person voting for the 
2020 state primary and general 
elections. Most recently, during 
fiscal 2021 budget debate in 
November, the Senate proposed 
extending early mail-in voting 
to June 30, but budget conferees 
opted to roll that date back to 
March 31. 

During floor debate, the 
House concurred with a Senate 
amendment that would ensure 


that voters who are blind, visu- 
ally impaired or have a disability 
that makes it difficult or impossi- 
ble to effectively access a paper 
vote by mail ballot can request an 
accommodation from their local 
election official by phone or elec- 
tronically. Such requests must 
be submitted no later than four 
business days before the election, 
and local election officials will 
be required to make “reasonable 
efforts to grant accommodations 
to the voter” once a request is re- 
ceived. 

For additional information 
please contact Smola at Todd. 
Smola@mahouse.gov or 617- 
722-2100. 





Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 


Valley Press Club scholarships 
available for journalism 


students 


SPRINGFIELD — The Valley Press Club, based in 


non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 
its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 
unique Is Its 
personalized instruction. 


lop Floor 
LEARNING 


1455 N. Main Street, Third Floor 
Palmer, MA 01069 
facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 





Let TFL's method of One-to-One private 
tutoring help you reach your goals with: 


POSTPONEMENT: 


We are so sorry 


e Basic reading, writing and math skills | but our May 
¢ High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation . 
| ag ea , Scrabble Night 

e English Language Instruction (including conversation 

iscccs) and our May _ 
e Citizenship preparation Basket Raffle will 
e Basic Computer Skills be postponed. 
e Resume Writing At this time we 
° are uncertain as 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 
ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 
or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@toptloorlearning.org 


POSITION AVAILABLE 


TFL is seeking a Director of Adult Literacy/Operations Officer who is passionate 
about helping adult learners meet their educational goals. The successful candidate will work 
closely with TFL's Board of Trustees, tutors, students, volunteers, and community businesses/ 
organizations of the Quaboag Hills region and surrounding areas. General responsibilities will 
include: ¢ Recruiting, matching, and training volunteer tutors. ¢ Organizing and administering 
all programs of adult instruction, such as ESL, Reading, Writing, Math, HiSET, Computer Skills, 
and many more! ¢ Being aware of community educational needs and interests. 

e Providing educational guidance to assist adult learners in meeting their educational goals. 
¢ Coordinating fundraising and promotional efforts with a team of volunteers. 

This position requires 20-30 hours per week and is a year-round position. 
Interested candidates should send their resumes to topfloorlearningpalmer@gmail.com. 


COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! PD) “ike” us on 
as facebook 


Do you want to learn how to: 
facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 


to when they will 
be rescheduled. 











e Use a computer e Email 
¢ Create a Facebook page, etc.? 


” ‘ 
Gr 








e@ @ Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 
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Springfield, will award up to six $1,000 scholarships 
to high school seniors in Western Massachusetts and 
Northern Connecticut who are interested in pursuing a 
career in journalism. 

The Valley Press Club Scholarships, funded by 
contributions and dues to the Press Club, are for stu- 
dents planning careers in print, online or broadcast 
journalism. 

The Republican Scholarship, funded by The Re- 
publican, is for students living within the newspaper’s 
circulation area who are planning careers in print jour- 
nalism. 

The 22News Scholarship, funded by WWLP- 
22News, is for students planning careers in broadcast 
journalism. 

The Edward J. Malley Jr. Memorial Scholarship, 
established in memory of a chief photographer for the 
Springfield Newspapers, is for students planning ca- 
reers in photojournalism. 

The Rhonda Swan Memorial Scholarship, estab- 
lished in memory of the award-winning journalist, 
editor and author, is for students who are underrepre- 
sented, in the Springfield area, and planning careers in 
journalism. 

The Al Jaffe Scholarship, funded by Al Jaffe, the 
Valley Press Club’s first scholarship recipient in 1964, 
who retired in 2015 as vice president of talent negoti- 
ation and production recruitment at ESPN, is for stu- 
dents planning careers in broadcast journalism or sports 
journalism. 

Primary emphasis is placed on career goals, writ- 
ing ability, scholastic aptitude and overall achievement 
as measured by an applicant’s high school transcript, 
class rank, academic awards, SAT scores and extracur- 
ricular activities. 

Scholarship applications are available at www. Val- 
leyPressClub.com, high school guidance offices, or by 
emailing NTassinari@ TheBigE.com Applications may 
be sent by mail to Noreen Tassinari, VPC Scholarship 
Chair, Eastern States Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave., 
West Springfield, MA 01089 or electronically to NTas- 
sinari@TheBigE.com. The deadline for submissions 1s 
April 15. Over the course of five decades, The Valley 
Press Club has presented over $130,000 in scholarships 
to eligible students. 

The Valley Press Club consists of active and retired 
journalists and public relations professionals from cor- 
porate and nonprofit organizations. 
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Athlete of the TOcek 


Olivia Chrzan 
Monson High School 


kind since the fall, Chrzan led with 15 


|: Monson’s first sports game of any 


points for girls basketball last week in a 
win over Belchertown. 
To nominate someone for Athlete of the 
Week, contact Managing Sports Editor 
Gregory A. Scibelli at 413-283-8393 ext. 
258 or send an e-mail to gscibelli@tur- 
ley.com. 
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Information has been released for racing purses for the 2021 season. 


RAGING | from page 7 


The Late Models, which will again 
follow ACT Tour rules — including the 
addition of the new Hoosier tire — will 
chase $1,200 to win. As part of a purse 
better than $7,000 throughout the field, 
Late Model drivers will open the season 
with a 40-lap special at the Icebreaker. 
They will continue to thrill Thompson 
fans with some of the top competitors 
from across New England. Names like 
Woody Pitkat, who swept both races 
in 2020, along with Nick Johnson, de- 
fending ACT Tour Rookie of the Year 
Derek Gluchacki and more will be in 
competition. 

The Limited Sportsman are set 
to return with a purse over $3,000 of 
their own and $350 on the line to win. 
Known as one of the most exciting divi- 
sions at Thompson each year, the Lim- 
ited Sportsman keep fans on the edge 
of their seat with two, and often three- 
wide action throughout the field. 

Early entries for the season include 
former Thompson champions Kyle 
Gero and Larry Barnett, along with 
former Seekonk Speedway Sportsman 
champion Corey Fanning. At the Ice- 
breaker, Limited Sportsman drivers 
may also take the opportunity to com- 
pete in a 8-Cylinder Open Street Stock 


open on Saturday, which pays $1,000 
to win. 

Rising over $3,000, the SK Light 
Modified purse includes another $350 
to win, with $250 for second and a 
strong distribution of funds throughout 
the field. As a division that puts some of 
the youth of Modified racing and veter- 
ans together, it’s expected to be another 
Stout year. 

The Mini Stock thunder will return 
to Thompson with feature races set for 
$200 to win and over $1,600 in present- 
ed awards. Early entries for the season 
include Thompson veterans Russ Bar- 
boza, Tommy Silva and former division 
champion Steve Michalski. 

Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park opens its 82nd season of oval 
track racing with the Icebreaker on 
Saturday, April 10 and Sunday, April 
11. The 10-division card includes the 
$10,000-to-win Icebreaker 125 for the 
Thompson Outlaw Open Modified Se- 
ries, the PASS Super Late Models, and 
five Thompson weekly divisions. The 
8-Cylinder Street Stock Open, NEMA 
Lites, and EXIT Realty Pro Truck Chal- 
lenge round out the card. An optional 
Test N’ Tune practice day is slated for 
Friday, April 9 with all Icebreaker divi- 
sions welcome. 





BASEBALL | from page / 


tryouts when they start next weekend. 

Tryouts for the league will take 
place Saturday, April 3, and the next 
two Sundays, April 11 and 18. 

There are normally six teams in 
the league and the hope is to continue 
to have that tradition as players be- 
gin to make their way out to the fields 
The normal Valley Wheel season is 15 
games beginning April 25 this year and 
going until the end of July. The league 
plays nine-inning games, allowing all 
participants an opportunity to get plen- 
ty of at-bats and lots of time in the field. 

The top four teams in the league 
make the playoffs and the semifinals 
and finals are held in the first two weeks 
of August. The schedule also features a 
couple of weeknights games and a spe- 
cial Mother’s Day weekend Saturday 
game. 

There are still modified rules 
for adult baseball under the Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs, 
which requires mask-wearing, social 
distancing when possible, and no spit- 
ting among the habit baseball players 


are not allowed to engage in. While 
the game play is largely the same, the 
mask-wearing rule was one that was 
the subject of controversy last summer 
and ultimately led to the cancellation of 
the shortened season. 

With vaccinations in  Massa- 
chusetts clearing one million people 
and the state entering Phase 4 of the 
re-opening plan earlier this week, Na- 
son is hopeful the restrictions will ease 
as the season goes on, especially as it 
relates to gathering. 

Comradery is one of the staples of 
the league, which has usually included 
tailgating after games. That is a prac- 
tice that will also have to be on hold 
until restrictions lift. 

For more information on getting 
involved in adult baseball, go to www. 
valleywheelbaseball.com. To play in 
the league, you must be 28-years-old 
before June 1. In order to participate 
in the league as a pitcher, you must be 
30-years-old before June 1. Players can 
participate in at least one of the three 
tryouts dates, usually held at Blunt 
Park, and then a draft is held prior to 
the start of the season. 
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DEATH NOTICES 


Joan L. Brooks, 84 

Died: March 18, 2021 

Funeral Services: 11 a.m. March 
2/ at Beers & Story Funeral Home, 
Palmer 


Ronald S. Midura, 71 

Died: March 17, 2021 

Graveside Service: 10 a.m. March 
26 at Saints Peter & Paul Cemetery 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Wayne Thomas Peck, 73 


Theresa M. Coffey Died: March 16, 2021 


(O’Connell), 94 
Died: March 19 





Funeral Services are private 


Barbara L. Soutiere (Carter), 90 
Died: March 21, 2021 
Memorial Service will be private 


Journal 
Register 


Joan L. Brooks, 84 


Joan L. Brooks, 84, of 
Bondsville, passed away peace- 
fully in the comforts of her home 
surrounded by her family on 
Thursday, March 18, 2021. 

Born in Boston on August 
20, 1936, she was the daugh- 
ter of the late Frank and Verva 
(Rorke) Macumber. As a child 
she attended Hitchcock Acade- 
my in Brimfield and went on to 
be a member of the first class 
to graduate from Tantasqua Re- 
gional High School, Sturbridge. 
Joan was employed for CBIS 
Manufacturing in West Brook- 
field for 24 years, retiring in 
2007. She returned yearly to at- 
tend the Holiday party. 

In her earlier years, Joan 
enjoyed dancing, crocheting and 
then camping each summer with 
Homer and their dachshunds, 
Princess and Bandit. At home 
they enjoyed sharing treats with 
the neighborhood dogs as they 


walked by. She loved 
to invite her family 
and friends, along with 
new acquaintances to 
dinner to get to know 
them. She enjoyed 
watching “Dancing 
with the Stars,’ cook- 
ing shows and “Blue 
Bloods.” 

Joan will be dear- 
ly missed by all who knew her, 
including her loving children, 
Tammy Whitcomb (Wendell) of 
Charlton, Sherry Lincoln (Rus- 
sell) of Wyoming, Kevin Ga- 
daire (Kelly) of Otis, daughter- 
in-law Lisa Gadaire of Maine, 
Roberta Tibbetts of Brookfield, 
Cindy Givens and _ Clifford 
Brooks of Florida, Linda Salls 
of Colorado, Marjorie Clark of 
S.C., Ralph Brooks (Dreama) of 
Colorado, and her many, many 
grandchildren, great grandchil- 
dren, nieces and nephews, and 


extended family mem- 
bers and friends. 

In addition to her 
parents, she was pre- 
deceased by her lov- 





Barbara L. (Carter) Soutiere, 89 


PALMER — Barbara L. 
(Carter) Soutiere, 89, passed 
away peacefully on March 21, 
2021, surrounded by her loving 
family. 

She was born in Holyoke to 
the late Francis and Eleanor Gui- 
mond Carter on Oct. 17,1930. 
She leaves her late brother Rob- 
ert F. Carter. Barbara was a grad- 
uate of the American Academy 
of Ballet in 1949, to later become 
a ballerina with Radio City Mu- 
sic Hall. 

She always had the biggest 
smile on her face at all times 
while doing what she loved to 
do and that was dancing where 
ever she was. She had also ap- 
peared as a dancer, alongside of 


her former dance part- 
ner Paul Haakon, on 
one of the very first 
episodes of the “Mil- 
ton Berle Show” on 
Oct. 5,1948. Later on 
She found the love of 
her life, the late Hen- 
ry Richard Soutiere, 
and were married for 
a wonderful 44 years. 

She leaves four wonderful 
children: Wendy and her husband 
Wayne Erickson with whom she 
had lived with in Palmer; April 
Johnson of San Diego, Calif.; 
Henry Peter and his wife Mara 
Soutiere of Boulder, Colo.; and 
William and his wife Sherri Sou- 
tiere of Vineland, N.J. She was 








ing husband, Homer 
Brooks in 2019; her 
three sons, Steven, 
Thomas and Keith Ga- 
daire; as well as her 
two siblings, Dan and 
Maxine Macumber. 

Visitation will be 9-11 a.m. 
Saturday, March 27, at Beers & 
Story Funeral Home Palmer fol- 
lowed by a service beginning at 
11 a.m. Burial to immediately 
follow at the Brimfield Ceme- 
tery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Shriners Hospital for Children, 
516 Carew St. Springfield MA 
or to a charity of your choice. 





Theresa M. Coffey (O'Connell), 94 


Theresa M. Coffey (O’Con- 
nell), 94, of Lord’s Point, Ston- 
ington, Conn.,, passed into her 
heavenly home on Friday, March 
19, 2021. 

A Memorial Mass and buri- 
al will take place in April at a 
date to be determined. 

Theresa was born in 1926 in 
Cambridge to Daniel and Helen 
(Murphy) O’Connell. She lived 
in Monson, for 40 years before 
moving to Stonington in 1993. 

She was predeceased by her 
husband, Dr. William H. Coffey, 
Jr., and her siblings Arthur, Fred, 
Joe, Bill and Gertrude (Lombar- 
do) O’Connell. 

Bill and Theresa were par- 
ents to six children: Pat Mayo 
(Wayne) of Springfield, Beth 
Musante of Chicopee, Bill 
Coffey (Linda) of Stonington, 
Conn., Dan Coffey (Dottie) 
of Stonington, Rosemary Kel- 
ley-Coffey (Terry) of Stoning- 
ton, and Paul Coffey of Shirley. 
She is survived by seven grand- 
children: Christine Tomlin (Paul) 
of Manchester, Conn., Hunter 
Long of Stonington, , Zachariah 
Kelley of Stonington, Theresa 
Pendant (Ryan) of Northridge, 


Calif., Mark Musante 
of Cromwell, Conn., 
Steven Musante (Ha- 
ley) of Northampton, 
and Peter Musante 
(Ashley) of Seattle. 
Theresa was the proud 
great-grandmother of 
Junia and Abigail Pen- 
dant of Northbridge, 
David Schwartz 
of Manchester, and William 
Schwartz of Clayton, N.C. She 
will also be missed by many 
nieces and nephews. 

For many years, Theresa 
spent the winters in St. Augus- 
tine, Fla., where she had many 
friends, as well as several nieces 
and nephews who watched over 
her. 

She loved to play bingo, 
make lamps and windows out of 
stained glass, and sew blankets 
and quilts for family and for hos- 
pitalized children. Theresa also 
loved to play cards and board 
games with family. She loved 
boating, fishing and swimming 
in the ocean. For many years, 
she danced away Sunday after- 
noons with friends and family at 
Skippers Dock restaurant. 





In their young- 
er years, Theresa and 
Bill were avid ball- 
room and square danc- 
ers. They golfed and 
won several awards at 
The Quaboag Country 
Club in Monson. Once 
her children were 
school-aged, Theresa 
decided to further her 
education and earned a B.A. in 
Education at Westfield State 
University, and an M.A. in Spe- 
cial Education at American In- 
ternational College. She taught 
at Monson Developmental Cen- 
ter, Monson for 15 years. 

The family gives heartfelt 
thanks to Dottie Coffey who has 
been Theresa’s loving, compas- 
sionate caregiver day and night 
for many years. Dottie’s devoted 
care made it possible for Theresa 
to stay in the home she loved. 

Goodbye to our wonderful, 
caring mother, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother who loved 
and was deeply loved by so 
many. We will all miss her smile, 
her laugh, and her hugs! 


Te: i 





Ronald S. Midura, 71 


AGAWAM — Ronald S. 
Midura, 71, passed away March 
17, 2021, at Baystate Medical 
Center. 

Born Oct. 12, 1949 in Palm- 
er, he was the son of Stephen J. 
and Eunice M. (Brown) Midura. 
Ronald grew up in Palmer and 
proudly served his country in 
the Massachusetts Air National 
Guard and as a member of the 
Air Force Reserve. Ronald’s 
family owned the Palmer Bowl- 
ing Alley and he continued to 
work there until its closing. He 
also worked for Baystate Health 
Systems in information systems. 


Besides bowling, Ron- 
ald loved to golf and 
play racquetball. 
Ronald is survived 
by his children, Steven 
Midura and _ spouse 
David Midura-Oli- 
veria of Tampa, Fla., 
and Melissa (Midura) 
Waite and spouse Sar- 
ah Waite of Agawam. 
He also leaves two grandchil- 
dren, Trevor Midura and Sa- 
die Gilmartin, along with step 
granddaughter, Chloe Strom, 
former wife, Shirley (Bigos) 
Midura, and dear friend Marian 





Coupal. Ronald was 
_ predeceased by his 
ly parents and_ brother, 
David Midura. 

Visitation will be 
held 5-7 p.m. March 
25 at the Beers & 
Story Palmer Funeral 
Home with a grave- 
side service at 10 a.m. 
at Saints Peter & Paul 
Cemetery on March 26. 

Donations may be made to 
the Alzheimer’s Association in 
his name. For details, please vis- 
it beersandstory.com. 





Wayne Peck, 1947 - 


WALES — Wayne Thomas 
Peck, 73, passed away on Tues- 
day, March 16, 2021 at Baystate 
Medical Center. 

Wayne was born in Ludlow 
on July 15, 1947, a son of the late 
Earl and Evelyn (Kolhepp) Peck 
and was a graduate of Tantasqua 
Regional High School. After 
graduating, Wayne enlisted in the 
U.S. Air Force and served hon- 
orably during the Vietnam War 
and attained the rank of sargent. 
Wayne worked for many years in 
the Springfield area as a drug and 


alcohol counselor helping others 
overcome difficult life issues. 
Most recently Wayne was 
working at Foxwoods Resort and 
Casino, where he worked in event 
sales and loved being around the 
high energy atmosphere. Wayne 
enjoyed riding his motorcycle 
and taking trips all over New En- 
gland and to Canada. He had a 
wonderful sense of humor, which 
he maintained throughout his life 
and his timing was superb. 
Wayne is survived by his 
devoted husband, John Wolanski 


2021 


of Wales; his brother Barry Peck 
of Holland; two nephews, Scott 
Dunham of Ala.; and Eric Dun- 
ham of Colorado Springs. He 
was also predeceased by his sis- 
ter, Dawn Cortis. Wayne leaves 
behind his beloved dog and com- 
panion Daisy Mae. 

Funeral services are pri- 
vate and under the professional 
care of Lombard Funeral Home, 
Monson. Visit lombardfuneral- 
home.com for more details and 
to share online condolences. 


Police/Fire 


a loving grandmother 
to seven grandchil- 
dren and also had nine 
great-grandchildren 
with one on the way. 
She also leaves sever- 
al nieces and nephews 
and cousins. 

The memorial ser- 
vice will be private. 
The fFamily requests 
that in lieu of flowers, donations 
be made to the Baystate State 
Health Hospice , Springfield, 
Mass. 

Beers & Story Palmer Fu- 
neral Home has been entrusted 
with the arrangements and ser- 
vices (beersandstory.com). 


PALMER PD 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to several hundred calls 
and made three arrests or issued 
summons for arrests March 16-23. 
Those arrested will appear at the 
Palmer District Court and are inno- 
cent until proven guilty. 


Tuesday, March 16 
Shawn E. Greaney, 35, of 1025 
Central St. Apt. #M, Palmer was 
arrested at 8:20 p.m., on Central 
Street in Palmer on charges of a 
warrant and possession of a Class 
B drug. 


Monday, March 22 
Steven Lee Quentin Rhodes, 
35, of 25 Off Lariviere St., Three 
Rivers, was arrested at 10:03 a.m., 


on charges of disorderly conduct 
and resisting arrest. 


MONSON PD 


The Monson Police Depart- 
ment made nine arrests or summons 
for arrests March Those arrested 
will appear at the Palmer District 
Court and are innocent until proven 


guilty. 


Sunday, March 14 

Timothy Michael Taylor, 33, of 
199 Allen St., E. Longmeadow, was 
arrested at 4:44 p.m., on charges 
of operating under the influence of 
drugs; negligent operation of a mo- 
tor vehicle; possession of a Class 
B drug and possession of a Class E 
drug. 


Tuesday, March 16 
James Edward West, 23, of 370 
Springfield St., Palmer, was arrest- 
ed at 9:09 p.m., on a WMS warrant. 


Friday, March 19 

Brandon D. Anderson, 30 of 
55 Leitch St., Springfield, was ar- 
rested at 8:07 p.m., on charges of 
possession to distribute a Class B 
drug; possession of a Class B drug; 
carrying a dangerous weapon and a 
default warrant. 


Saturday, March 20 

Kevin John Le Claire, 48, of 
46 Pinewood Rd., Ludlow, was ar- 
rested at 12:57 a.m., on charges of 
operating under the influence of li- 
quor; negligent operation of a motor 
vehicle and destruction of property 
+1200, Wanton. 


PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department re- 
sponded to 13 calls March 3-8: 


On Tuesday, March 16, at 10:51 
a.m., the department responded to a 
call,requesting a smoke removal on North 
Main Street. The department returned to 
service at 11:31 a.m. 

On Wednesday, March 17, at 8:51 
a.m., the department assisted police on 
Park Street. The department returned to 
service at 9:07 a.m. 

On Thursday, March 18, at 1:49 p.m., 
the department responded to a chimney 
fire on Foster Street in Bondsville. The de- 
partment returned to service at 2:52 p.m. 

On Friday, March 19, at 7:32 p.m., 
the department responded to a structure 
fire on Palmer Road in Ware. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 9:38 p.m. 

On Saturday, March 20, at 5:38 p.m., 
the department responded to a brush fire 
on Olney Road. The department returned 
to service at 7:12 p.m. 

On Sunday, March 21, at 10:58 a.m., 
the department responded to a smoke 
detector activation on Knox Street. The de- 
partment returned to 11:13 a.m. 

On Sunday, March 21, at 3:14 p.m., 
the department responded to a motor ve- 
hicle fire on Mass Pike. The department 
returned to service at 3:40 p.m. 

On Sunday, March 21, at 3:30 p.m., 
the department responded to a structure 
fire on Grove Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 5:43 p.m. 

On Tuesday, March 23, at 11:47 
a.m., the department responded to a struc- 
ture fire on Main Street in Ware. The de- 
partment returned to service at 2:30 p.m. 


THREE RIVERS 


The Three Rivers Fire Department 
responded to 11 calls from March 17-22: 


On Wednesday, March 17, at 6:04 
p.m., the department responded to an un- 
authorized burning on Burlingame Road. 
The department returned to service at 
6:46 p.m. 

On Thursday, March 18, at 1:49 p.m., 
the department provided mutual aid to the 
Bondsville Fire Department for a chimney 
fire on Foster Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 2:28 p.m. 

On Saturday, March 20, at 12:33 
p.m., the department responded to a 
call, requesting a smoke investigation on 
Belchertown Street. The de- 
partment returned to service at 
12:40 p.m. 

On Saturday, March 20, at 
2:05 p.m., the department pro- 
vided mutual aid to the Wilbra- 
ham Fire Department or a brush 


MEMORIALS 


haluchsmemorials.com 


fire on Three Rivers Road. The department 
returned to service at 3:56 p.m. 

On Saturday, March 20, at 2:56 p.m., 
the department responded to a call, re- 
questing a smoke investigation on Charles 
otreet. The department returned to service 
at 3:30 p.m. 

On Saturday, March 20, at 3:30 p.m., 
the department responded to an unautho- 
rized burning on Main Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 3:45 p.m. 

On Saturday, March 20, at 11:12 
p.m., the department responded to an un- 
authorized burning on Springfield Street. 
The department returned to service at 
11:33 p.m. 

On Sunday, March 21, at 12:05 p.m., 
the department responded to a call, re- 
questing a smoke investigation on Spring- 
field Street. The department returned to 
service at 12:35 p.m. 

On Sunday, March 21, at 3:33 p.m., 
the department provided mutual aid to the 
Palmer Fire Department for a car fire on 
Grove Street. The department returned to 
service at 4:21 p.m. 

On, Monday, March 22, at 10:09 
p.m., the department responded to a call 
requesting an investigation for an outside 
fire on Oak Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 10:24 p.m. 

On Monday, March 22, at 10:21 a.m., 
the department responded to a call, re- 
questing a smoke investigation on Calkins 
Road. The department returned to service 
at 10:30 a.m. 


BONDSVILLE 


The Bondsville Fire Department 
responded to six calls March 16 -22: 


On Wednesday, March 17, at 9:12 
a.m., the department responded to a call, 
requesting a smoke investigation from a 
chimney on Hill Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 10:04 a.m. 

On Thursday, March 18, at 1:48 p.m., 
the department responded to chimney fire 
on Foster Street. The department returned 
to service at 2:28 p.m. 

On Friday, March 19, at 8:01 p.m., 
the department provided mutual aid on 
Palmer Road in Ware for a structure fire. 
The department returned to service at 8:38 
p.m. 

On Saturday, March 20, at 2:20 p.m., 
the department responded to a brush fire 
in Three Rivers Road in Wilbraham. The call 
was cancelled on arrival and the depart- 
ment returned to service at 2:32 p.m. 


alsch: 





On Saturday, March 20, at 2:35 p.m., 
the department provided mutual aid to 
tony Hill Road in Wilbraham for a smoke 
investigation. The department returned to 
service at 2:52 p.m. 

On Sunday, March 21, at 3:33 p.m., 
the department provided mutual to Grove 
otreet in Palmer to assist a car and brush 
fire, next to a house. The department re- 
turned to service at 4:30 p.m. 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department re- 
sponded to 17 EMS calls and 10 fire 
calls March 15-21: 


On Tuesday, March 16, at 4:38 p.m., 
the department responded to a motor ve- 
hicle accident in the vicinity of Wilbraham 
otreet. The department returned to service 
at 5:07 p.m. 

On Thursday, March 18, at 10:29 
a.m., the department responded to a fire 
alarm activation on Palmer Road. The de- 
partment returned to service at 10:44 a.m. 

On Thursday, March 18, at 10:28 
a.m., the department responded to a pos- 
sible chimney fire on Grandview Terrace. 
The department returned to service at 
11:02 a.m. 

On Thursday, March 18, at 5:25 p.m., 
the department responded to a brush fire 
on Hillcrest Cemetery. The department re- 
turned to service at 5:51 p.m. 

On Friday, March 19, at 9:48 a.m., 
the department responded to a call, re- 
questing a fire investigation on Upper 
Hampden Road. The department returned 
to service at 10:21 a.m. 

On Friday, March 19, at 5:18 p.m., 
the department responded to a chimney 
fire on Bumstead Road. The department 
returned to service at 6:07 p.m. 

On Saturday, March 20, at 8:49 a.m., 
the department responded to a fire alarm 
activation on East Hill Road. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 9:22 a.m. 

On Saturday, March 20, at 1:37 p.m., 
the department responded to a structure 
fire on Cushman Street. The department 
returned to service at 3:25 p.m. 

On Sunday, March 21, at 11:52 a.m., 
the department responded to a brush fire 
on Stebbins Road. The department re- 
turned to service at 3:07 p.m. 

On Sunday, March 21, at 12:21 a.m., 
the department responded to a brush fire. 
The department returned to service at 
12:39 p.m. 


Cemetery Memorials + Markers 


Granite Benches 


Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display 


— RAY HALUCH INC. 
1014 Center St 


Ludlow, MA ! 583-6508 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN  STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


2021 
TAX. TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZED 


<ai> 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 


Bruce J. Charwick 


|) AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 010609 


Personal & Small Business 


FAAS VAA L3A 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


Federal & All States 





IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


sgh ‘ 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










AB Hauling and 
— Removal Service 


2Q**eexkk A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 


CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


IRS Tel: 413-289-0058 
“s Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kifchentabletaxes.com 





VCs) (orale) aim kebarclalem mlatclaletclmeisl alilersts 


IRS Problems? 
|) ae  d o -1-t-) (ol at-| i t-lele|(- mae) me ol ee 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237- 
2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


; | ~ 
3 9 $35. $3 


Base Price 
: 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


(1 MasterCard 


Base Price| 3 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


ase Price] 24 Base Price 
5 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
50 40 6.00 


5 





Phone: 
State: Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA Discover LI Cash Ll Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


; 
Addathird ZONE 5.00 | 
Subtotal = 












ELD 


ie 
B 
BROOKFIELD / 


BROOKFI 






BRIMFIELD 


- a 


Suburban 





STURBRIDGE 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 





Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





x Number of Weeks eS 
TOTAL Enclosed — = 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com 

or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND 
GARDEN, LLC 
Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


RETIRED GUY WILL paint an aver- 
age size room for $200. Quality work. 
References available. Dave 413-323. 
6858. 


PAVING 


COMMERCIAL | 


AND 
RESIDENTIAL 
PAVING & SITE 
SERVICES 
413-267-4088 





PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


2 POSITIONS OPEN!! Full time 
machinist with Prototrak or mill ex 
perience. Part time clean up person. 
Students welcome. Call (413)289- 
0004 


BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CLI- 
NICIAN II Baystate Wing Hospital 
Corporation has a position available 
in Palmer, MA to provide clinical ser- 
vices to patients, couples, and families 
in the outpatient behavioral health de- 
partment. Conduct intake interviews, 
contribute clinical impressions, make 
preliminary diagnoses, and participate 
in the development of interdisciplinary 
assessments and treatment plans. 
Collaborate with outside agencies. 
Participate in departmental and pro- 
gram meetings, program development, 
and academic training activities. Will- 
ingness to travel to additional clinical 
location in Palmer, MA as needed, 
required. Apply: Carolynn Hartman, 
BHC21, Baystate Health, 280 Chest- 
nut Street, Springfield, MA 01104. 


CHEF AND SERVER WANTED! 
Two years experience needed. Pop- 
ular establishment. Must be available 
to work any shift. Apply in person or 
Facebook. EB Flatts, Rte 9, East 
Brookfield. 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-artesian- 
well.com 


DEVEREUX is looking for individuals 
and families who would like to open 
their home to an adult with disabili- 
ties. The goal is to place an individ- 
ual in a home where they will develop 
life skills, experience opportunities in 
the community, and feel safe with the 
support of the provider. We consider 
our providers as part of our team. We 
are committed to ensuring individuals 
are well matched with our providers 
prior to placement and offer support 
services. Providers receive a stipend 
based on the needs of the individual. If 
you are interested in more information 
contact Maureen at (413)209-7677 


LOG YARD HELP WANTED! 
Forest products manufacturer seeks 
assistant operator for its busy Russell, 
MA log concentration yard. This full- 
time position offers room to grow and 
is ideal for someone who enjoys work- 
ing outdoors. Responsibilities include 
identifying and barcoding logs by 
species; scaling, grading and sorting 
logs, debarking, moving, and loading 
logs onto trailers. Ability to identify 
North American timber species, scale 
logs, and operate heavy machinery 
and log loader highly preferred. We 
offer an open-air work environment, 
health insurance, 401k, paid time off, 
and discounted wood products. Email 
resume to info@hullforest.com or 
call (860)377-3427 


on 


Post your 
job openings 
in our classifieds. 
We get results! 
Call 1-413-283-8393 


Digital 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


mae cea als (yor; o)ale)comral-imc-lerclalilvme-lamie 
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Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 
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PCA POSITION AVAILABLE In 
the Palmer Area. 21 hours per week, 
very flexible, will train, $15.75 per hour. 
Contact Eddie (413)813-7226 


SALEM CROSS INN Cook Position 
Available. Application at www.salem- 
crossinn.com or send resume to info @ 
salemcrossinn.com 


TRUCK DRIVER - CLASS A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterprises, 
Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING (& 


OPPORTUNITY 





PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $850.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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March 25, 2021 


I THE JOURNAL REGISTER 


North Brookfield Savings Bank hires new president and CEO 


Will work with Donna 
Boulanger until her 
December retirement 


NORTH BROOKFIELD -— Follow- 
ing an extensive search, the Board of 
Trustees of North Brookfield Savings 
Bank is pleased to announce that Mar- 
co Bernasconi, Jr. will succeed Donna 
L. Boulanger as president and Chief 
Executive Officer. Bernasconi will join 
the bank as the president on April 5, and 
work along-side Boulanger over the re- 
maining months of this year. Upon her 
retirement, he will also assume the title 
of Chief Executive Officer. 

Boulanger Donna remain involved 
with the bank as a Trustee and Corpora- 
tor. “I am honored the Board and Don- 
na have placed their confidence in me 
to lead North Brookfield Savings Bank 
into the future and to continue serving 
its customers and the community,’ said 
Bernasconi. 

Marco joins the Bank from COCC 
where he worked for 27 years. He joined 
COCC as a loan Customer Representa- 
tive and rose through the ranks and most 
recently held the position as Senior Vice 
President, client service officer, chief 
service officer, a role he has held since 








Marco Bernasconi Jr. 


Donna Boulanger 


2010. While at COCC, he gained experi- 
ence in many areas of banking and busi- 
ness, including; strategic planning, risk 
management and Fintech. COCC is an 
award-winning, client-owned financial 
technology company servicing financial 
institutions throughout the Northeastern 
United States. 

Bernasconi’s strong Fintech and 
digital banking knowledge are the per- 
fect fit for the bank’s strategic goals 
moving forward. “I am confident that 
this change will be a positive one for the 
bank, the staff and the community as a 
whole. We must continue to look for- 
ward and find ways to evolve and inno- 
vate so that we may remain independent 
and true to our mission and core values,” 
said Boulanger. “Today is a very hum- 
bling day for me as I reflect back on my 
first day of work at North Brookfield 


Savings Bank some 13 years ago. I came 
to North Brookfield because I believed in 
this bank. I saw then how clearly we em- 
power people and ultimately make the 
community a better place. These are the 
same mission and values that continue to 
motivate me today.” 

“While the bank has seen great suc- 
cess, the leadership team is eager to do 
more and evolve to keep pace with the 
changing technology and trends. The 
banking industry has changed over the 
years at a rapid pace, one with which, 
we must keep up with. It’s the next chap- 
ter in banking. “I am excited to leverage 
the traditions of the past with an eye on 
advancing technology and digital capa- 
bilities moving into the future,” said Ber- 
nasconi. 

“We are fortunate to have someone 
of Marco’s caliber and experience to lead 
the bank. We are at a critical moment and 
we need new and fresh leadership to not 
only continue our good work but to take 
advantage of the market opportunities 
ahead. With Marco’s proven track record 
of execution, his strong communication 
skills and leadership capabilities, we are 
confident in the future of North Brook- 
field Savings Bank,’ said Boulanger. 

Bernasconi is looking forward to the 
future and getting to know not only his 
internal team, but the community mem- 


bers as well. “I have spent my career pre- 
paring for this opportunity. I’m fortunate 
to have worked with hundreds of commu- 
nity financial institutions and look for- 
ward to leveraging all this experience in 
the communities that we serve,” he said. 
North Brookfield Savings Bank is a 
mutual savings bank with full-service 
branches in North Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware, 
Belchertown, Palmer and Three Rivers 
Village of Palmer. 

NBSB offers a wide variety of de- 
posit and loan products for individuals 
and businesses throughout Central and 
Western Massachusetts and has been a 
steadfast supporter of the communities 
in which it serves since 1854. 

North Brookfield Savings Bank re- 
cently announced they received a 5-Star 
Superior rating from BauerFinancial. 
The bank has earned and maintained this 
5-star rating for 100 consecutive quar- 
ters, which means that North Brookfield 
Savings Bank qualifies for an elite desig- 
nation of a “Sustained Superiority Bank.” 
This status is reserved for the top 10% of 
the nation’s banks, those that have main- 
tained BauerFinancial’s highest 5-Star 
rating longer than 90% of the industry. 
All deposits are insured by the FDIC and 
the Depositors Insurance Fund. 


Public notices 


PAGE 11 


Volunteers 
needed for Earth 
Day river sweep 


PALMER - Local citizens are banding together 
to tackle litter in Three Rivers as part of a national 
river cleanup in celebration of Earth Day. 

The Palmer Conservation Commission, in 
partnership with American Rivers, the Chicopee 4 
Rivers Watershed Council, Keep Palmer Clean, and 
Country Bank will conduct a river cleanup with the 
help of volunteers on Saturday April 17. 

“The Palmer Conservation Commission 1s 
dedicated to protecting Palmer’s Rivers because a 
healthy community starts with a healthy river,’ said 
Sarah Fortune, Conservation Assistant for the Town 


of Palmer. 


“Clean and healthy rivers provide everything 
from clean drinking water to recreation opportuni- 
ties to fish and wildlife habitat.” 

The Earth Day river clean-up will be held 9 
a.m. to noon Saturday, April 17, at Laviolette Field 
in Three Rivers — rain or shine. Registration begins 
at 8:30 a.m. Volunteers will be required to adhere to 
all COVID-19 safety guidelines and social distanc- 
ing protocols during the event. Light refreshments 


will be provided. 


For more information, contact Fortune at 413- 
626-7084 or sfortune @ townofpalmer.com. 





PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with 

the provisions of Chapter 
AOA, Section 6 M.G.L., the 
Planning Board will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, 
April 5, 2021 at 7:30PM vir- 
tually via Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 982 5179 2803 

Passcode: 616011 

The applicant, Hector 
Quiles, is seeking a Finding 
under section 171.83Q for 
reconstruction after destruc- 
tion of a pre-existing, 
non-conforming structure 
on the property located at 61 
French Drive, Palmer, MA. 
The applicant is requesting to 
alter the location and archi- 
tectural elevations of the pre- 
vious approvals granted for 
construction of a new sin- 
gle-family home. This parcel 
is also known as Assessor’s 
Map 68, Lot 66. 

A copy of the applica- 
tion may be inspected at the 
Planning Department office in 
Administrative Building from 
8:30 AM to 4:30 PM Monday 
through Thursday. 

Anyone interested in 
more information or wishing 
to be heard on the applica- 
tion can contact the Planning 
Department at 413-283-2605 
or appear at the time and 
place designated above. 

This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotices. 
org). 

Michael Marciniec, Chairman 
03/18, 03/25/2021 


NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue and in execu- 
tion of the Power of Sale 
contained in a certain mort- 
gage given by Eric Curboy 
and Kathryn Angers 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Savers 
Co-Operative Bank dated 
April 21, 2006, recorded 
at the Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
15839, Page 315; said mort- 
gage was then assigned to 
Massachusetts Housing 
Finance Agency by vir- 
tue of an assignment dated 
December 7, 2010, and 
recorded in Book 18625, 
Page 144; of which mort- 
gage the undersigned is the 
present holder for breach 


of conditions of said mort- 
gage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same will be 
sold at PUBLIC AUCTION 
at 01:00 PM on April 22, 
2021, on the mortgaged 
premises. This property has 
the address of 196 Wales 
Road, Brimfield, MA 
01010. The entire mort- 
gaged premises, all and 
singular, the premises as 
described in said mortgage: 
The land with the 
buildings thereon locat- 
ed in Brimfield, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts 
bounded and described as 
follows: A certain parcel of 
land on the westerly side 
of the road leading from 
Brimfield to Wales known 
as Route 19 bounded to wit: 
BEGINNING on the west- 
erly side of said highway at 
a point 30 feet southerly of 
the southerly line of a cul- 
vert crossing said highway, 
which point is the north- 
easterly corner of the land 
to be conveyed and running; 
THENCE westerly along 
land formerly of Arthur E. 
Vaughn 285 feet, more or 
less. to the center of a big 
rock; THENCE turning and 
running southerly in a line 
at right angle to the line 
just previously described 
for a distance of 125 feet; 
THENCE turning and run- 
ning easterly along land now 
or formerly of said Vaughn 
285 feet, more or less, to the 
westerly line of said high- 
way #19; THENCE north- 
erly along the westerly line 
of said highway #19, 125 
feet to the point of begin- 
ning. Subject to takings for 
highway purposes made 
by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts in connec- 
tion with the reconstruction 
of Route #19. BEING the 
same premises conveyed to 
us by deed of Lasalle Bank, 
NA dated April 18, 2006 and 
recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
immediately prior to this in 
Book 15839, Page 313. 
Subject to and with the 
benefit of easements, reser- 
vation, restrictions, and tak- 
ing of record, if any, inso- 
far as the same are now in 
force and applicable. In the 
event of any typographi- 
cal error set forth herein in 
the legal description of the 
premises, the description as 
set forth and contained in 
the mortgage shall control 
by reference. Together with 
all the improvements now 
or hereafter erected on the 
property and all easements, 
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rights, appurtenances, rents, 
royalties, mineral, oil and 
gas rights and profits, water 
rights and stock and all fix- 
tures now or hereafter a part 
of the property. All replace- 
ments and additions shall 
also be covered by this sale. 

Terms of Sale: Said 
premises will be sold sub- 
ject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and assessments, tax 
sales, tax titles and other 
municipal liens and water 
or sewer liens and State 
or County transfer fees, 
if any there are, and TEN 
THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($10,000.00) in cashier’s 
or certified check will be 
required to be paid by the 
purchaser at the time and 
place of the sale as a deposit 
and the balance in cashier’s 
or certified check will be 
due in thirty (30) days, at 
the offices of Doonan, 
Graves & Longoria, LLC 
(“DG&L”), time being of 
the essence. The Mortgagee 
reserves the right to post- 
pone the sale to a later date 
by public proclamation at 
the time and date appointed 
for the sale and to further 
postpone at any adjourned 
sale-date by public procla- 
mation at the time and date 
appointed for the adjourned 
sale date. The premises is 
to be sold subject to and 
with the benefit of all ease- 
ments, restrictions, leases, 
tenancies, and rights of pos- 
session, building and zoning 
laws, encumbrances, condo- 
minium liens, if any and all 
other claim in the nature of 
liens, if any there be. 

In the event that the suc- 
cessful bidder at the fore- 
closure sale shall default 
in purchasing the within 
described property accord- 
ing to the terms of this 
Notice of Sale and/or the 
terms of the Memorandum 
of Sale executed at the 
time of foreclosure, the 
Mortgagee reserves the right 
to sell the property by fore- 
closure deed to the second 
highest bidder, providing 
that said second highest 
bidder shall deposit with 
the Mortgagee’s attorneys, 
the amount of the required 
deposit as set forth herein. 
If the second highest bid- 
der declines to purchase the 
within described property, 
the Mortgagee reserves the 
right to purchase the with- 
in described property at the 
amount bid by the second 
highest bidder. The foreclo- 
sure deed and the consider- 
ation paid by the success- 
ful bidder shall be held in 
escrow by DG&L, (here- 
inafter called the “Escrow 
Agent’) until the deed shall 
be released from escrow 
to the successful bidder at 
the same time as the con- 
sideration is released to the 
Mortgagee, whereupon all 
obligations of the Escrow 
Agent shall be deemed to 
have been properly fulfilled 
and the Escrow Agent shall 
be discharged. Other terms, 
if any, to be announced at 
the sale. 

Dated: March 4, 2021 
Massachusetts Housing 
Finance Agency 

By its Attorney 

DOONAN, GRAVES & 
LONGORIA, LLC, 100 
Cummings Center, 
Suite 303C, 


Beverly, MA 01915 
(978) 921-2670 
www.dgandl.com 
56384 (CURBOY) 
03/25, 04/01, 04/08/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD21P0174EA 
Estate of: 

David Joseph Blais 
Also Known As: 
David Blais 
Date of Death: 
Novwember 20, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interest- 
ed in the above captioned 
estate, by Petition of Petiti- 
oner Joseph Blais of Three 
Rivers, MA. 

Joseph Blais of Three 
Rivers, MA has been infor- 
mally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inven- 
tory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to peti- 
tion the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to 
obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can 
be obtained from the Pet- 
itioner. 

03/25/2021 


PALMER 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE 

In accordance with 
the Wetland Protection 
Act of the General Laws 
of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Chapter 131, 
Section 40, and the Town of 
Palmer Wetlands Ordinance, 
Chapter 168, the Palmer 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 
7:00 PM on the application 
of BSC Group c/o the New 
England Power Company of 
40 Sylvan Road, Waltham, 
MA 02451. 

The applicant has sub- 
mitted a Notice of Intent 
for activities associated 
with proposed mainte- 
nance and improvements 
at up to thirty-three (33) 
structures along the X176 
Transmission Line Right- 
of-Way (ROW). The work is 
proposed within Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands (BVW), 
Land Under Water (LUW), 
the 100-foot Buffer Zone 


to BVW, Bordering Land 
Subject to Flooding (BLSP), 
200-foot Riverfront Area, 
and the locally protected 
50-foot No Disturb Zone to 
adjacent wetlands. Portions 
of the proposed project are 
also located within Natural 
Heritage and Endangered 
Species Program (NHESP) 
Priority and Estimated 
Habitats. 

The project site 1s locat- 
ed at the X176 Transmission 
Line Right-of-Way (ROW) 
in Palmer, MA 01069, and 
is identified by various 
Assessor’s Map and Plat 
Numbers. 

Public Participation will 
be via Virtual Means Only 
- Pursuant to Governor 
Baker’s March 12, 2020 
Order Suspending Certain 
Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, 
$18, and the Governor’s 
March 15, 2020 Order 
imposing strict limitation on 
the number of people that 
may gather in one place, 
this meeting of the Palmer 
Conservation Commission 
will be conducted via remote 
participation. The public may 
participate in this meeting 
via Remote Participation: 
A website for the meet- 
ing will be provided on the 
Conservation Agenda post- 
ed on the Town’s website 
at least 48 hours prior to 
the meeting. Copies of the 
Notice of Intent may be 
examined electronically by 
visiting this Website: https:// 
www.townofpalmer.com/ 
conservation 

Donald Blais, Jr 
Chair, 
Palmer Conservation 
Commission 
03/25/2021 


MORTGAGEE’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue and in execu- 
tion of the Power of Sale con- 
tained in a certain mortgage 
given by Dream Junction, 
LLC to Freedom Credit 
Union dated December 1, 
2014 and registered with the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds Land Registration 
Office as Document Number 
201,687 filed with Certificate 
of Tithe Number 35207, of 
which mortgage the under- 
signed is the present holder, 
for breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing, the 
same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 11:00 a.m. on 
the 28th day of April, 2021, 
on the mortgaged premis- 
es believed to be known as 
1440-1446 North Main 
Street, Palmer, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, 
and sometimes referred to 
as 1440-1446 Main Street, 
Palmer, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, all and singu- 
lar the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit: 

“1440-1446 North Main 
Street, Palmer, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts 

The land in Palmer, 
Hampden County, 
Massachusetts: 

Northeasterly by North 
Main Street eighty-eight and 
08/100 (88.08) feet; 

Southeasterly by Foundry 
Street one hundred eighty- 
one and 54/100 (181.54) feet; 

Southwesterly one hun- 


dred thirty-four and 74/100 
(134.72) feet, and; 

Northwesterly forty-five 
and 27/100 (45.27) feet 
by Land now or former- 
ly of Ware River Railroad 
Company; and 

Northeasterly sixty-six 
and 56/100 (66.56) feet, and 

Northwesterly one hun- 
dred thirty-four and 68/100 
(134.68) feet by land now or 
formerly of Charles Warka 
Jr., et. al, 

All of said boundaries are 
determined by the Court to be 
located as shown on a plan 
drawn by Arthur E. Sullivan, 
Engineer, dated August 
1, 1949, as modified and 
approved by the Court, filed 
in Land Registration Office, 
a copy of which is filled with 
Certificate of Title No. 5751. 

BEING the same prem- 
ises conveyed to mortgagor 
herein by Deed cert # 35207.” 

The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all restric- 
tions, easements, improve- 
ments, covenants, outstand- 
ing tax titles, municipal or 
other public taxes, assess- 
ments, liens or claims in the 
nature of liens, and existing 
encumbrances of record 
superior to the mortgage, if 
any. Said premises will also 
be sold subject to all leases 
and tenancies having priority 
over said mortgage, to ten- 
ancies or occupation by per- 
sons on the premises now and 
at the time of said auction 
which tenancies or occupa- 
tion are subject to said mort- 
gage, to rights or claims in 
personal property installed by 
tenants or former tenants now 
located on the premises, also 
to all laws and ordinances 
including, but not limited to, 
all building and zoning laws 
and ordinances. It shall be 
the purchaser’s sole respon- 
sibility to ascertain all items 
described in this paragraph 
and no representations are 
made concerning compliance 
with applicable zoning, build- 
ing, sanitary or other state 
and/or municipal regulations. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
TWENTY THOUSAND 
AND 00/100 ($20,000.00) 
DOLLARS will be required 
to be paid in cash, or by cer- 
tified or bank cashier’s check 
by the purchaser at the time 
and place of sale. The bal- 
ance of the purchase price 
in connection with the sale 
shall be paid in cash, or by 
certified or bank cashier’s 
check within thirty (30) days 
of the date of the sale and the 
Deed transferred contempo- 
raneously therewith at which 
time the purchaser shall also 
pay directly to the auctioneer 
a buyer’s premium equal to 
five percent (5%) of the pur- 
chase price. The purchaser 
at the sale shall be required to 
sign a Memorandum of terms 
of sale containing the above 
terms at the Auction sale. 
The purchaser will be respon- 
sible for all closing costs, 
Massachusetts deed excise 
stamps and all recording fees. 

The sale may be post- 
poned or adjourned from 
time to time, if necessary, by 
the attorney for the mortgag- 
ee at the scheduled time and 
place of sale. The description 
for the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control in 
the event of a typographical 
error in this publication. 

Other terms, if any, will 


be announced at the sale. 
Freedom Credit Union, 
Present Holder of said 


Mortgage 
By: 
/s/Jonathan C. 
Sapirstein 
Jonathan C. Sapirstein 


SAPIRSTEIN & 
SAPIRSTEIN, P.C. 
1331 Main Street, 2nd Floor 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413) 827-7500 
Its Attorneys 
Date: March 11, 2021 
03/18, 03/25, 04/01/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0465EA 
Estate of: 

Ronald Lehel Fennyery 
Also known as: 
Ronald Fennyery, 
Ronald L Fennyery 
Date of Death: 02/14/2021 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for FFormal 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by: Donald E Fennyery 
of Medway, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Donald E Fennyery of 
Medway, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised admin- 
istration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/09/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objec- 
tion if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu- 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 


tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: March 12, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/25/2021 


Legal Notice 

The Monson School 
Committee will hold a 
Public Hearing to discuss 
the proposed 2021-2022 
School Department bud- 
get, as required by law, on 
Wednesday, April 14, 2021 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom. 
us/j/9533 1857870 


Meeting ID: 953 3185 
7870 


One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,95331857 
870# US (Chicago) 


+19292056099,,9533185 
7870# US (New York) 


Dial by your location 
+1 312 626 6799 US 
(Chicago) 

+1 929 205 6099 
US (New York) 


+1 301 715 8592 
US (Washington DC) 


+1 346 248 7799 
US (Houston) 


+1 669 900 6833 US 
(San Jose) 


+1 253 215 8782 US 
(Tacoma) 


Meeting ID: 953 3185 
7870 

Find your local number: 
https://zoom.us/u/acHjcUF4nr 
03/25, 04/01/2021 


PALMER 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
In accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 40A, 
Section 11, M.G.L. the 
Palmer Planning Board will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, April 5, 2021 at 
7:00 PM virtually via Zoom. 
Meeting ID: 982 5179 2803 
Passcode: 616011 
The applicant, RDL 
Associates, LLC, 136 
Carmelina Circle, Ludlow 
MA 01056, is seeking a 
Special Permit as required by 
section 171.73 of the Palmer 
Zoning Ordinance to remove 
Earth materials from the 
property located off Palmer 
Street, Bondsville, also 
known as Assessor’s Map 24 
Lot 66. 
A copy of the application 
may be inspected at the 
Planning Department office 
in the Town Administration 
Building Monday-Thursday 
8am — 4:30pm 
Anyone interested in more 
information or wishing to 
be heard on the application 
can contact the Planning 
Department at 283-2605 or 
appear at the time and place 
designated above. 
This notice shall also be 
posted on the Massachusetts 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s (MNPA) web- 
site (http://masspublicnotices. 
org). 

Michael Marciniec, 

Chairman 
03/18, 03/25/2021 
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Editor’s note: Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, events featured in the Journal 
Register, including those previewed in Sto- 
ries, briefs and on the calendar page, may 
be canceled with little notice. The Journal 
Register encourages readers to contact 
event coordinators and organizers for up- 
dated event times. Have an event to pro- 
mote? Email the information (in a Word 
doc or as email text — no PDFs, please — to 
mharrison@ turley.com. 


NOW 


PET FOOD DRIVE: In support of local 
animal shelters, such as Brimfield’s Here To- 
day Adopted Tomorrow Animal Sanctuary, 
BSA Troop 5164 is running a pet supply drive 
at 2 p.m. on March 28 at 114 Thorndike Street 
in Palmer. Wet dog food and dry cat food 
needed in addition to supplies such as toys. To 
learn more about HTAT, including how to get 
assistance, go to heretodaysanctuary.org and 
visit them on Facebook. Learn more about 
Troop 1564 on Facebook. 


MINDFULNESS MEDITATION: Look- 
ing to connect with your inner self? Hitchcock 
Academy has classes in mindfulness medita- 
tion to help you throw off your winter fog. 
Now underway and continuing over the next 
three weeks, instructor Annette Farrington 
will be your online guide to forming mindful- 
ness meditation practices that will help you 
deal with and manage your stress level. Regis- 
ter at hitchcockacademy.org. 


SOON 


EASTER SERVICE: The First Congre- 
gational Church of Brimfield UCC invites 
you to join us in front of the church, 20 Main 
Street, Brimfield, for sunrise service 6:15 
a.m. Easter morning. Masks are required. So- 
cial distancing will be observed. Please dress 
warmly. 


HISTORY OF QUABBIN: The Palmer 
Public Library will be hosting an online slide 
presentation by NY Times Bestselling Author 
Michael Tougias at 6:30 p.m. April 6. The 
topic is “Quabbin: A History and Explorers 
Guide.” Tougias will start with the flooding of 
the lost towns then move into the construction 
of the Quabbin followed by his favorite plac- 
es to explore there today. You can learn more, 
order personalized copies, and see some of the 
images at michaeltougias.com 


FILM FESTIVAL FUNDRAISER: The 
Therapeutic Equestrian Center in Holyoke is 
hosting a virtual fundraising event featuring 
the 2021 Winnie Film Festival Tour. This film 
fest will feature exclusive world premier short 
documentary films that celebrate the healing 
powers of the horse. Enjoy two hours of in- 
spiring and heartwarming films anytime from 
5 p.m. on Friday, April 9, until 10 p.m. Sun- 
day, April 11. Registration fee is $25, which 
helps support the not-for-profit TEC. You'll be 
provided a link to stream to any smart devise 
such as phones, tablets, and TVs. Binge in one 
sitting or stretch the viewing out over the en- 
tire weekend — the choice is yours! To register, 
go to tecriders.org. 


SECOND TIME’S A CHARM: 
Non-profit Dress Shop 11 a.m.-3 p.m. April 
10 in Three Rivers. All volunteer run. They 
take formal attire donations and consign them 
back out for no cost or a donation. Allows la- 
dies and gents and even the parents too, to be 
dressed to impress for prom season and other 
events without spending hundreds of dollars. 
This is an amazing way to recycle and not 
let items sit in the closet. Maddie’s Dogs Hot 
Dog Cart will be on site serving purchased 
lunches! 


Please send us your Birthday, Anniversary and Wedding 
announcements. Send us a short announcement no more than 
40 words and a photo if possible. 


We will publish them in our Car Parade Section! 
mharrison@turley.com 


EARTH DAY RIVER SWEEP: Volun- 
teers needed for a river clean-up 9 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, April 17, at Laviolette Field in 
Three Rivers — rain or shine. Registration be- 
gins at 8:30 a.m. Volunteers will be required to 
adhere to all COVID-19 safety guidelines and 
social distancing protocols during the event. 
Light refreshments will be provided. For more 
information, contact Fortune at 413-626-7084 
or sfortune @ townofpalmer.com. 


From the Palmer Library 
2020 Tax Forms are now available 
through the Palmer Public Library Curbside 
Pickup. To schedule a time to pick up forms, 
please visit palmerlibrary.org/taxforms or call 
us at 413-283-3330 (press 0 then dial ext. 
100). 


ONGOING 

EVERYONE INVITED TO AQUACISE: 
The Ludlow Community Center/Randall Boys 
& Girls Club at 91 Claudia’s Way, Ludlow, of- 
fer Aquacise for residents of Monson, Palmer, 
Brimfield, Holland and Wales. 

Aquacise will be offered 8-8:45 a.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays. Aquacise is a 
low-impact, full-body workout performed in 
the water to put less stress on your joints and 
muscles while building strength. To reserve a 
spot visit ludlowbgc.org and click on Adult 
Programs, or call Matt Thompson at 413-583- 
2072, ext. 122. For updates on the facility, 
register on the website to receive Club emails. 
The Club continues to make health and safe- 
ty its No. | priority to ensure all visitors who 
enter the building have a clean and safe envi- 
ronment. 


MUSIC LESSONS, YOGA AND 
MORE: Just because days are short, and the 
thermometer reads cold doesn’t mean there’s 
nothing to do. Hitchcock Academy constant- 
ly works with instructors to offer options to 
its community members. Look for upcoming 
classes in yoga, tai chi, meditation, and fenc- 
ing. Hitchcock Academy follows all current 
COVID guidelines for cleaning and social 
distancing and anyone using the facility must 
wear a mask. 

All information regarding current class 
offerings, events, and registration are avail- 
able at hitchcockacademy.org. 


FREE FOOD PROGRAM: The Mas- 
sachusetts Military Support Foundation has 
found a way to get food to families that need 
it. The Farmers to Families program, set up by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is part of 
a Coronavirus Food Assistance Program that 
help people all over the nation and has a site in 
Springfield open to all residents. The program 
will supply food kits with fresh fruits and veg- 
etables, dairy products and meat products that 
distributes package into family-sized boxes. 
You can register for your food kit at mmsfi. 
org. On the website choose “Springfield, Ma” 
as your pick up site and sign-up. Register for 
one week or all four with easy one time regis- 
tration. Food kit includes fresh dairy, protein, 
and produce totaling 30+ pounds of food. Mil- 
itary families are encouraged to sign-up but 
registration is open to the public. 


BOOKSTORE at the Unitarian Univer- 
salist Parish of Monson at the corner of Lin- 
coln and Main streets in Monson is open the 
first Friday of every month from 5:30-7:30 
p.m., the third Saturday of every month from 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Books priced from 25 cents to 
$1 each: fiction, nonfiction, thrillers, horror, 
mystery, science fiction, how-to, classic liter- 
ature, children’s books, romances, cookbooks, 
gardening books and more. All proceeds ben- 
efit the parish. Donations are accepted. Call 
Mary at 267-9952 for more information. 
While currently closed, we are anticipating 
reopening later this year. 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $SS 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 


CENTER GUT PORK LOIN. isa 
CHOPS or ROAST. Bib 
USDA INSP. STOREMADE 
ITALIAN SAUSAGE $ 
ALL VARIETIES rani ake Ib 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK BUTTS 


WHOLE sss > 2 OO 


SLICED IN OUR DELI 
USDA INSP OF 
lb 


LEARN ABOUT LOCAL HISTORY: 
Want to learn more about local history? The 
Elbow Plantation Historical Society is avail- 
able for research and other information. They 
can be reached at elbow.plantation@ gmail. 
com. Send them your questions and comments 
and leave your preferred contact information 
and they will will respond asap. 


THE MONSON LIONS CLUB has a 20- 
foot x 20-foot tent for rent. The cost is $75 for 
a two-day event. The club will put it up and 
take it down. For more details, contact Curt at 
413-668-6653. 


DAY SPRING LODGE A.F. & A.M. lo- 
cated 14 Bliss St., Monson is making its hall 
available for rent for $75 for a variety of par- 
ties and functions. For reservations,, call Doug 
Battige at 413-267-5855 or 413-265-9398. 


RESERVE YOUR CELEBRATION 
TENT now for your First Communion, bridal 
and baby showers, graduation parties, family 
reunions, birthday parties or any other kind 
of celebration you may have outdoors. The 
Palmer Lions Club has a tent for you, either 
20-feet x 20-feet for $125 or 20-feet x 40-feet 
for $200. This includes setup and takedown in 
the Palmer area. Call Karen at 413-813-8445 
to make a reservation. You may need to leave 
a message and your call will be returned. The 
Palmer Lions Club tent rental fees go towards 
assistance for the people of Palmer, Bonds- 
ville, Three Rivers and Thorndike. 


SALVATION ARMY ASSISTANCE: 
Residents of Palmer, Thorndike, Bondsville 
and Three Rivers seeking emergency help with 
fuel assistance, utility payments/shut off, food, 
and clothing can contact the Salvation Army 
in Canton, MA at 339-502-5900. This is the 
office located in Canton, MA. If eligible, staff 
there will be able to address your concerns and 
provide assistance until the local Palmer office 
is once again staffed by a volunteer outreach 
coordinator. 


MAKE A DONATION to the Monson 
Free Library in honor of a special person or 
family member, in the form of a book, DVD or 
CD, audio book or magazine subscription. The 
person will receive a letter informing them of 
your gift. The cost of donations is $25 for a 
book, $20 for a CD or DVD, $100 for an audio 
book and $20 for a magazine subscription. For 
more information call 267-3866. 


CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 
Please join us at 6 p.m. every first Thursday 
of the month at Palmer Healthcare Center, 250 
Shearer St. Palmer. Light refreshments will be 
served Contact Kate Martin at 413-283-8361 
for more information. 


CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED Who is 
Jesus? What did he achieve? How should we 
respond? “Christianity Explored” is a study 
which seeks to answer these questions from 
the Gospel of Mark. The course involves seven 
weekly one-hour sessions using Bible study, 
related DVD viewing, and discussion of the 
pertinent passages. For more information con- 
tact Mal at 413-250-8548. 


MONSON DEMOCRATS WANTED by 
the Monson Democratic Town Committee. 
Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month over Zoom. Contact Chair Karen 
Nothe-Valley at 413-846-3041 or karen_mon- 
sondems @ yahoo.com. 


WEEKLY CLASSES at Holland Com- 
munity Center, 40 Brimfield Road, Holland. 
Mondays and Wednesdays lunch is served at 
noon, reservations required by calling 413- 
245-3163 and a $2 donation is requested. 
Mondays at 10 a.m. is yoga class with Mah 
Jongg, and Monday evenings at 6 p.m. 1s Texas 
Hold ‘Em. Tuesdays at 10 a.m. is the Coffee 
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Social which is open to everyone, and Open 
Crafts are held on Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Zumba is held on Wednesdays at 10 a.m., 
Mah Jongg is at 1 p.m. and Yoga is at 5 p.m., 
plus Pitch at 6:30 p.m. Stained glass is every 
Thursday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. 
and Cribbage is weekly on Thursdays at 12:15 
p.m. Walking Club is on Thursdays at 4 p.m. 
The Billiard Room is open Monday through 
Thursday from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. 
For everyone. For more information, call 413- 
245-3163. 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS is a non- 
profit fellowship or society of men and women 
for whom drugs had become a major problem. 
The group is comprised of recovering addicts 
who meet regularly to help each other stay 
clean. Local meetings are held every Sunday at 
6:30 p.m. at The Living Room of Trinity Epis- 
copal Church, 17 Park St., Ware; every Mon- 
day at 7 p.m. at St. Patrick’s Church, 22 Green 
St., Monson; Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. atd the 
Belchertown United Congregational Church, 
18 Park St., Belchertown; every Thursday at 
7:30 p.m. and the Palmer Historical & Cultur- 
al Center, 2072 Main St., Three Rivers; and 
every Saturday at 7 p.m. at the Second Con- 
gregational Church, 1080 Pleasant St., Palm- 
er. For more information or to find additional 
meetings throughout the New England area, 
visit Www.nerna.org. 


PALMER FOOD SHARE, INC., an 
emergency food pantry, is open on Tuesdays 
and Fridays from 9:30-11:15 a.m. Food Share 
is located at 39 Walnut St. in Palmer. Call 283- 
3614 with questions or to order to pick up 
food. 


AL-ANON FRIDAY NIGHT BOOK 
STUDY meetings - a fellowship of relatives 
and friends of alcoholics who share their ex- 
perience, strength and hope in order to solve 
our common problems. We believe alcoholism 
is a family illness and that changed attitudes 
can aid recovery. Al-Anon has one purpose, 
to help families and friends of alcoholics. The 
group meets Fridays at Second Congregational 
Church, 1080 Pleasant St., Palmer from 6:30- 
7:30 p.m. 


GREENE ROOM PRODUCTIONS is 
seeking people who would like to support the 
arts by being a part of its fundraising commit- 
tee/booster club. The club is looking to fund- 
raise, find sponsors, donors, and underwriters 
for upcoming productions, workshops, and 
educational opportunities. All interested indi- 
viduals are invited to the next board meeting. 
If you are interested in being a part of Greene 
Room Productions or for more information, 
contact Erin Greene at (413) 668-7284 as soon 
as possible. 


FREE HEALTH SERVICES are avail- 
able at the Monson Council on Aging from 9 
—11:30 a.m. on the second Wednesday of each 
month. Services include a free blood pressure 
and glucose check. For more information or 
to schedule an appointment, call 267-4121. 
Walk-ins are welcome. 


FAMILY GAMBLING-ANON GROUP 
on the first and third Monday of every month 
from 6:30-8 p.m. in the Haynes Chapel (behind 
the sanctuary) at Sturbridge Federated Church 
at Maple Street and Route 131 in Sturbridge. 
For those interested in gaining more support to 
promote your gambling recovery. To join this 
new group, call Doug at 508-887-1696 or Dee 
at 508-347-2122 or just come to the meeting. 


LIBRARY LOFT Used Book Store at 
Schoolhouse Commons, 1085 Park St. (Route 
20) in Palmer. Regular winter hours are: Tues- 
day through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer 
Public Library or at the Library Loft during 
open hours. Please, no magazines or Reader’s 
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Digest Condensed Books. We accept books 
only in good, clean condition. For more infor- 
mation, call 283-3330, ext. 100, or visit www. 
palmer.lib.ma.us. 


THE MONSON COUNCIL ON AGING 
Meals on Wheels drivers deliver delicious 
home cooked meals to Monson Seniors (age 
60+) in their homes every Monday through 
Friday. Seniors who could benefit from receiv- 
ing a home delivered meal are those just re- 
turning from a stay in the hospital, rehab unit 
or nursing home, those who live by themselves 
and find it difficult to get out, and frail seniors 
who are alone much of the day while family 
members are at work. The Meals on Wheels 
program provides seniors with a daily hot nu- 
tritious meal, and a friendly visitor during the 
middle of the day. Meals can be ordered ev- 
ery day, or only as needed. Call the Monson 
Senior Center at 267-4121, for more info and 
to enroll. The requested donation is $2.50 per 
meal. The Monson COA Nutrition Program 
is funded, in part, by a grant from Greater 
Springfield Senior Services, Inc. 


THE MONSON ARTS COUNCIL is 
seeking new members. One does not have to 
be a resident of the town of Monson to become 
a member. The Arts Council is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to bringing the arts to 
Monson and the region and it depends upon 
membership dues for support and the abili- 
ty to provide various programs. The public 
is welcome to attend the council’s monthly 
meetings, held on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7 p.m. in the House of Art. The 
council welcomes new program ideas and par- 
ticipation in all activities. For more info, call 
267-9764. 


GED MATH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
Top Floor Learning, Inc. at the Palmer Public 
Library is accepting applications for helping 
adults pass the GED Math test. Adults who 
have a high school diploma and good math 
skills in algebra, geometry, and word problems 
are eligible to apply. Call 283-2329 for info. 


A SUPPORT GROUP FOR COMPUL- 
SIVE GAMBLERS, Gam-Anon of Long- 
meadow, invites all family and friends of 
people with gambling addictions to its weekly 
meetings. The Gam-Anon group meets every 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at the First Church of 
Christ, 763 Longmeadow Street (corner of 
routes 5 & 192) in Longmeadow. For more 
info, visit Www.gam-anon.org, or call (800) 
266-1908. 


INTERESTS 


KEEP HOMESTEAD MUSEUM at 35 
Ely Rd., Monson is closed until further no- 
tice due to the continuation of the COVID 
19 pandemic. There will be no meetings, 
tours, events or programs. They are hoping 
to hold the Concert on the Lawn in August. 
Nature trails are open daily until dusk for 
hiking, snowshoeing and cross-country ski- 
ing. Trail maps can be found in the parking 
lot. The Phillips Sculpture Garden is open 
year-round (handouts in box on one of the 
sign posts). For more information call 413- 
267-4137, email khm@keephomesteadmu- 
seum.org. Visit their new website, where 
you can take a virtual tour, at keephome- 
steadmuseum.org. 


THE QUABOAG VALLEY QUIL- 
TERS GUILD is looking for new mem- 
bers. The Guild meets on the first, third and 
fifth Thursdays of the month at 1 p.m. in 
the basement of the Palmer Historical and 
Cultural Center, 2072 Main St., Three Riv- 
ers. The Guild is a no pressure group with 
varying degrees of accomplishments, from 
novice to Big E “Best In Show” winners. 
The membership fee is $48 a year. For more 
information, contact Barbara Beaulieu at 
267-4044 or Merry Mombourquette at 283- 
7577. Follow us on Facebook. 
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